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In the “hints” for the formation of a Provident Society, 

; submitted in the July number of the Magazine, and in the ex- 
planatory remarks accompanying the proceedings of the offi- 
cers at Hancock Barracks, contained in the September num- 
ber, such reasons were advanced as it was thought would place 
the value of a similar society in the strongest light. Know- 
ing the diversity of opinions entertained among men, even up- 
on the most trivial subjects, it was not anticipated that the 
plan would meet universal concurrence, nor was it designed 
to press the views there set forth, to the exclusion of all 
others. It is highly gratifying to know that the general outline 
of the plan is approved, so far as any information has been re- 
ceived. 

But as something more definitive than has yet taken place, 
seems to be requisite to test the practicability of forming a 
Provident Society, and as concert of action is all-important, 
the following suggestions are now presented for the consider- 
ation of the officers of both services :— 

1. That all who are friendly to the proposed society, shall 
meet at their respective posts, yards or stations, at an early 
day, sign a pledge to join the society as soon as it is organiz- 
ed, and appoint one or more delegates to aitend a convention, 
with powers to frame and adopt a constitution. 

2. That the names of all the officers who sign the pledge, 
and of the delegates appointed, ‘be transmitted to the editor of 
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the Military & Naval Magazine. These names shall be in- 
serted in the January number of the Magazine. 

3. That a convention of officers of the two services shall as- 
semble at a suitable central* place on the second Monday in 
March. Congress being then in session, ample time will be 
allowed to discuss the several clauses of the constitution and 
apply for a charter. 

This number of the Magazine will reach the farthest out- 
posts in all probability by the Ist December, and if immediate 
action be had there, the names of delegates &c. can be re- 
ceived here in season for the January number, which in its 
turn will reach the same outposts by the Ist February and en- 
able the delegates to arrive at the place to be designated, by 
the day fixed for the meeting of the convention. Steamboat 
travelling at the North will also be resumed by that time. 

If a later period than March be assigned, it will hazard the 
passage of an act of incorporation by Congress, during the en- 
suing session ; for, although no possible objection is perceived 
to granting a charter for so laudable a purpose, yet it is un- 
certain what subjects of a more absorbing nature may engross 
the attention of Congress; therefore it is wiser to ‘take time 
by the forelock.” 

If upon consultation and reflection at the several posts and 
stations, it be deemed advisable, it may be made a prehminary 
er conditional requisite, that a certain number of officers shal} 
pledge themselves to join the society, before the expense of 
travelling shall be incurred. But on the other hand, so desi- 
rable does the formation of such a society appear to be to the 
future comfort and support of the families of officers, who 
know not how soon those families may be deprived of their 
natural protectors, that the experiment is well worth making ; 
and, however small the beginning, its consequences may be 
productive of blessings to those who are now in comparative 
affluence. Unless some beginning be made, it is certain that 
the object will never be attained. 

We regret that no disposition has yet been evinced by officers 
of the Navy to join a Provident Society. Exposed more to 
perils and the vicissitudes of life than their brethren of the 
Army, every argument which can be adduced for the one to 
provide against the future, appeals to the other with double 
force. A junction of the available funds of both services will 
be attended with the happiest effects. The affairs of the joint 
society can be managed by one set of officers, and their union 


*Pittsburg or Philadelphia has been named, probably from an impression 
that officers of the Army could not visit Washington without contraven- 
ing “‘order No 48;” but since a portion of that order has been rescinded, 


it would perhaps be better on some accounts that Washington should be 
selected for holding the convention. 
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te accomplish one common object will bring them more fre- 
quently into friendly intercourse, will make them feel an in- 
terest in and dependenee on each other’s welfare, and strength- 
en the bonds of friendship and good will, which should ever 
subsist between members of the same profession, who belong 
to the same country. 

Should our labors as editor of the Military & Naval Maga- 
zine be productive of no other result than the formation of a 
Provident Society, we shall feel that they will have been abund- 
antly rewarded by the consciousness of having contributed our 
humble share towards the alleviation of human suffering. 
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In compliance with the request of our brother officers of Hancock Bar- 
racks, as well as in obedience to our own inclinations; being well aware 
of the great benefits that in all human probability would be derived from a 
Provident Society, having for its basis the general principles laid down in 
the Military and Naval Magazine for July 1833; do bind ourselves to join 
in the formation of a society such as referred to, provided a sufficient num- 
ber should pledge themselves, of which there can be little doubt. Wedeem 
it unnecessary to say any thing as to the details of the society, as that would 
be attended to by the committee who may be appointed to draft the consti- 
tution. 

Oglethorpe Barracks, Savannah, Gecrgia, September 16th, 1833. 


CHAS. S. MERCHANT, Captain, U.S. A. 

M. M. CLARK, Lieutenant 2nd Artillery. 

J. MACKAY, Lieutenant 2nd Artillery. 

J. GREEN, Lieutenant 2nd Artillery. 

R:H. C. WHITELEY, Lieutenant 2nd Artillery. 
R. WAYNE, M. D. Ass’t. Surgeon. 





















Ata meeting of the officers of the United States Army stationed at Fort 
Marion, St. Augustine, Florida, on the 26th day of September 1833, for 
the purpose of taking into consideration the propriety of uniting, and re- 
questing those of their brother officers, who have not yet pledged theme 
selves to unite, in organizing a society, and raising a fund to be devoted to 
the aid of the widows, children &c. of the officers of the Army, who may 
be killed or die in the service of their country: It was resolved, 

Ist. That we heartily approve of the proposition contained in the July 
number of the “* Military and Naval Magazine,” for organizing a ‘‘ Provi- 
dent Society,” and raising a fund to be devoted to the support of the wid- 
ows, children, &c. of officers of the Army, who may be killed or die in the 
service of their country. That we moreover highly approve of the gen- 
eral plan suggested in the same proposition. 

2nd. That we owe our thanks to our brother officers at Hancock Bar- 
racks, who have been the first to begin this good work, of which our Arr 
my stands so much in need, and in which every member feels a deep in- 
terest and believing as we do, that the only reason why something has not 
heretofore been done, has been from the want of concert, arising from 
the difficulty of interchanging their sentiments on the subject, and believ- 
ing the best means of overcoming said difficulties, would be by means ofa 
convention— 
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Resolve 3d. That delegates be elected, (say, one from each military sta- 
tion) who shall meet at some central point, as Pittsburg or Philadelphia (so 
soon as the sense of the Army can be ascertained,) and adopt such rules 
and regulations for the appointment and payment of annuities, as may seem 
most conducive to the interests of all concerned. They shall likewise 
draw up a petition to Congress for a charter, and do all things which may 
be deemed necessary for the proper organization of said ‘‘ Provident So- 
ciety.’ 

In earnest of which, we pledge ourselves to join our brother officers of 
the Army, in an association having for its object the formation of a ‘* Prov- 
ident Society.” 

G. S. DRANE, Captain 2d Reg’t. Artillery. 

JOHN L’ENGLE, Ist Lieutenant 3d Artillery. 

F. L. DANCY, Ist Lieutenant 2d Reg’t. Artillery. 
ANDW. A. HUMPHREYS, 2d Lieut. 2d Artillery. 
R. P. SMITH, 2d Lieutenant 2d Artillery. 

S. TUTTLE, Lieut. U. S. Corps of Engineers. 








DRY ROT. 


It may be safely affirmed that one of the most formidable en- 
emies, against which ship-owners and nations possessing Na- 
vies, have to contend, is the Dry Rot. Treatises have been 
written and numerous and costly experiments have been made, 
but hitherto no effectual preventive has been discovered. The 
subject has attracted the attention of practical and able men, 
and in the progress of science and invention, we may hope 
that an antidote to the bane will be found. 

The officers of our Navy are no strangers to the ravages of 
this unseen and therefore more dangerous enemy, nor are they 
ignorant of the attempts which have been heretofore made to 
vanquish it; it is not with any expectation of enlightening 
them upon this subject, that it is now introduced ; but with the 
hope that it may elicit from those who have madefit their pecu- 
liar study, all the information they possess, which it would not 
be incompatible with their private interests to communicate. 

While this insidious foe is silently stealing its way unseen, 
the lives of a whole ship’s company may be sacrificed from be- 
ing unaware of the hidden danger. From open enemies our 
Navy has nothing to fear; against secret ones it is not always 
possible to guard. 

Some idea of the extent of the ravages of the Dry Rot may 
be gathered from the following fact:—The ship of the line 
Ohio, built in New York, was launched in 1820, but never 
sent to sea, and cost in her present state $309,769. To re- 
pair and fit her for sea it is estimated would cost $218,000; 
but as she is affected with the Dry Rot and the extent cannot 
be thoroughly ascertained until the repairs are completed, the 
cost of fitting her for sea may exceed the estimate. 
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Mr. J. Knowles, Secretary to the Committee of Surveyors 
of H. B. M. Navy, has published in 4to, *‘ An Inquiry into the 
means which have been taken to preserve the British Navy 
from the earliest to the present times.’”’? The subject of Dry 
Rot is also ably treated at some length in an article in the 
supplement to the Encyclopedia Britannica, which work is 
placed in the library of our public ships, where our Navat offi- 
cers have the opportunity of consulting it. 

The discovery of a method effectually to prevent Dry Rot 
has been long and ardently wished, and is now probably near 
its accomplishment. A patent has lately been taken out in 
England by a Mr. Kyan, who has made repeated experiments 
in the public Dock Yards. Mr. Kyan’s experiment, accord- 
ing to a correspondent of the United Service Journal, consists 
of achemical liquid compound, termed corrosive sublimate. 
He professes to saturate the wood in fourteen days. In con- 
firmation of the efficacy of his process, Mr. Kyan states that 
he prepared a piece of English Oak, which was, on the 9th 
June 1828, placed for trial in the pit for proving the durabil- 
ity of timber, called the fungus pit, at the Woolwich dock- 
yard ; after remaining there three years, the wood was inspect- 
ed and reported by the officers to be sound. The ‘fungus pit’ 
at Woolwich is a subterranean chamber lined with wood in the 
worst possible stages of corruption ; it is kept extremely. damp, 
generates carbonic acid gas in profusion, and in short forms, 
as its name implies, a perfect hot-bed for the growth of all 
those fungi that used to be considered as the causes, but which 
are only the most usual symptoms, of dry rot. It is a proverb 
among the people of the dock yard, that a month in the hole 
is worse for a piece of timber, than ten years in almost any 
possible situation out of it. Mr. Knowles concludes one of © 
the chapters of his work with a distinct statement that no pre- 
pared timber, exposed during twelve months to the action of 
this ordeal, had, unless insulated by some other substance, en- 
tirely resisted the influence of the gas. After opening the 
trap door of the pit, an hour and a half will sometimes elapse, 
before a candle would burn six inches beneath the surface.— 
Yet blocks of timer, such as oak, elm, pine, beech, &c. pre- 
pared with Mr. Kyan’s solution of sublimate, have stood the 
test of this fungus pit, without exhibiting the slightest symp- 
tom of decay, during no less a period, some of them than five 
years : and these, instead of being insulated by means of some 
heterogeneous substance, had been lying on the fungus-spread 
floor of the pit, each with an unmedicated fragment of the 
like bulk, close by its side ;—every one of which unprepared 
pieces was found at the opening of the pit, in rapid progress 
to decomposition. Prepared pieces of canvas and even of 
delicate calico cloth had been placed in the floor of the pit 
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from two to three months and came out entirely sound, while 
of the unmedicated counterparts nothing remained but a few 
mildewed strings that fell to pieces at the touch. 

Another individual in England, a Mr. Body, has discovered 
a remedy, which he states to consist of a chemical, powerful, 
innoxious menstruum ; he professes to season the timber in a 
very short period, the time he requires being only a few days 
for his operation; the timber will be fit for immediate use in 
the course of a week’s preparation. Mr. Body prepared a 
piece of timber, according to his method, in August 1825, and 
it was placed as one of the beams of the orlop deck, in the 
ship Windsor Castle ; this vessel was employed in actual ser- 
vice until June 1831, when on her return from the Mediter- 
ranean, a station proverbial for producing dry rot, the timber 
was examined and appeared to be dry, hard and well seasoned ; 
on opening the deck of the ship above it, there was no ap- 
pearance of fungus, and on boring into those parts of the 
beam which usually become first defective, they were found 
to be free from rottenness. Mr. Body states, that by chemi- 
cal process, the use of a proper menstruum, he is enabled to 
render the morbid particles which are in the timber soluble, 
in part volatile for extrication, and to combine the essential 
properties and virtues for durability similar to the solar genial 
influence on the timber; and, as like causes produce like ef- 
fects, when the largest piece of oak has undergone his process, 
upon opening the wood for examination, it will be evident that 
he extracts the viscid sap juices out of the heart of the timber, 
without the least injury being done to the outside of the wood, 
thereby producing its indestructibility. 

The ingredients.of which Mr. Body’s menstruum consists 
are not made known; but as Mr. Kyan’s compound is one of 
the most active poisons, a question arose whether, if experi- 
ments with it were ever so successful, a poisonous atmosphere 
might not be generated within a ship which would be fatal to 
the crew. A very ingenious series of experiments was made 
by Mr. Farraday, a lecturer on chemistry, the issue of which 
was satisfactory, it having been ascertained that on the contact 
of corrosive sublimate with any vegetable juice containing al- 
bumen, a new combination, a tertium quid, results; and he in- 
ferred that wood thus prepared could evolve, under ordinary 
circumstances of exposure, no noxious vapor whatever. 

Our own country is not without its claims to originality, in 
providing remedies against the Dry Rot. Col. Charles Mor- 
gan, of Louisiana, has obtained letters patent for a discovery 
of a composition which will effectually prevent decay in tim- 
ber. His first object was, he says in a letter to Dr. Russell, of 
New Orleans, to destroy the ligneous acid, and by that means 
prevent vegetable fermentation and putrefaction or decompo- 
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sition from taking place; at the same time to fill the interstices 
of the wood with a substance that would, after having neutral- 
ized the acidity, prevent a future recurrence of the process of 
decomposition, not interfering in the least with the principle 
of elasticity and cohesiveness that exists in the fibre. All this 
he thinks he has accomplished by means of the hydrate of lime. 








MILITARY ACADEMY, WEST POINT. 


In the September number of the Knickerbocker Magazine, 
Mr. F int, the present editor of that periodical, offers some 
forcible and judicious remarks upon the “ Obstacles to Ameri- 
can Literature,’ in which he makes the following allusion to 
the Military Academy at West Point :— 

‘Our national and state governments do little or nothing for 
literature by furnishing example, premiums, excitement, mo- 
ney. They have taken no pains to inspire-a taste for it, or to 
cause it to become part and parcel of the national glory. To 
produce a rail road, a canal, a joint stock company, is felt to 
confer more national renown, as well as advantage, than to 
rear a Milton, Burke, or Walter Scott. We hardly retain our 
West Point. Beside the solemn farce of sending among the 
few respectable examiners, a large proportion of ignorant and 
incompetent men to examine the pupils, legislators have not 
been found wanting, who, availing themselves of the miserable 
appeal of demagogues, to the sordid appetite, miscalled econ- 
omy, have wished to put forth their unhallowed hands to de- 
molish this only vestige of national show of a disposition to 
foster the sciences. Profound respect for our country inter- 
dicts the thoughts that arise to our mind upon this head. _Lit- 
erature, science, what are they at Washington, more than they 
would have been in the days of Attila? The members of the 
legislature have more than they can do to write letters to their 
constituents, and secure the means of a future election, and 
to make excuses for refusing their names to the thousand ap- 
plicants for patronage to new books and periodicals.”’ 

The dangerous tendency of Military establishments, which 
politicians in this country have so long harped upon, and the 
jealousy with which they are viewed by those who do not take 
into consideration the wide difference between our political 
condition and that of Europe, have induced many members of 
Congress to inveigh against this mostimportant and useful in- 
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stitution, and have even led some to entertain serious intentions 
to abolish it. Were such a fatal measure to succeed, the next 
step would be, as a natural consequence, to disband the army 
and demolish the fortifications. The appointment of a Board 
of Visiters to attend the annual examinations has had the benefi- 
cial effect to spread through the country more correct informa- 
tion of the value of the Academy, to enlighten those who 
were before uninformed, and to remove groundless prejudices 
against it. One of the objections urged against the Academy 
was, that none but the sons of the wealthy could gain admis- 
sion. Whatever truth there may be in this objection, it is not 
a sufficient cause for breaking down the institution. By the 
course pursued of late years with regard to appointments, as 
well in the civil as in the military service, Congress has virtu- 
ally taken from the Departments the little patronage they pos- 
sessed, and assumed to itself the prerogative of nominating, if 
not the absolute power of appointing, all incumbents to office. 
Every Department of the Government contains abundant tes- 
timony of the urgency with which members of Congress solicit 
appointments for their friends or their friends’ children, and 
even for their friends’ friends. To such extent has this been 
carried, so numerous were the applicants, and so difficult a task 
did it seem to be to decide which of the candidates possessed 
strongest claims, that when the number of cadets or midship- 
men to which each state was entitled had been decided, the 
selection was left to the delegations of the respective states. 
Therefore, if there be any just ground of censure, for the ex- 
hibition of partiality in the appointments, the representatives 
of the people should bear their due share of the burden. 

However unqualified, from previous pursuits or acquire- 
ments, a portion of the individuals composing the Boards of 
Visiters, may have been, the practice has had the tendency to 
prove to them that the public money appropriated for the sup- 
port of the Academy is not wasted, and that the posts of Su- 
perintendent, Professors, Assistant Professors and Cadets are 
no sinecures. 

The high moral character of the Army, its efficiency, dis- 
cipline and capabilities for extending its benefits over the whole 
surface of our country, are the highest eulogiums which can 
be given of the utility of the Military Academy. The solid 
acquirements attained there by the cadets enable them to enter 
the Army with a thorough knowledge of the duties of their 
profession. 

With the evidences of the happy influence of the Military 
Academy upon the Army, it is to be regretted that Congress 
has so long turned a deaf ear to the recommendations of suc- 
cessive Administrations for the establishment of a Navan Ac- 
ADEMY. 
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In compliance with the request made to that effect, we now insert as 
many of the articles signed Manlius, as we can conveniently find room 
for; their length precluc des the insertion of the whole at one time; the por- 
tion in the present number embraces about one half, and the remainder 
shall appear in the next. 


FROM THE NEW YORK AMERICAN 
THE ARMY. 
No. I. 


In the sixth number of the Military and Naval Magazine is 
an article entitled, ‘The Army,’ in which the writer, after 
mentioning several subjects as requiring the revision and at- 
tention of some authority, finally settles down into a studied 
argument to show that the Infantry ought to garrison the forts 
and arsenals upon the sea board, and that the Artillery ought 
to re-place them at their present inland posts. As the sanity 
of a person’s mind cannot fairly be doubted by the peculiar no- 
tions which he may entertain upon one subject, physicians 
generally observe the mode of thinking whicn he exhibits upon 
many, before affirming the existence or non-existence of men- 
tal disease; so, in the present case, before examining the main 
argument of the writer, we will refer a brief moment to the 
opinions expressed in his exordium, which will tend, we 
believe, to the due appreciation of the value of his opinions 
upon military subjects. We dislike making a controversy of 
any question of right between different arms of the military 
service, because it is apt to create suspicions and dislikes.— 
It destroys the harmony and sentiment of brotherhood which 
ought to exist: and engenders feelings which are unsocial 
and selfish. With these views in relation to all similar ques- 
tions, we must express our disapprobation of the spirit which 
this writer manifests throughout his argument. We do not 
object to his opinions, nor to the means which he has selected 
to convince others of their truth; but we object to the inuen- 
does and insinuations which he employs to create a prejudice 
against the Artillery, as ifthey were the choosers of their own 
district of service, and the arbitrators of the Infantry as it re- 
gards their stations and movements. The following paragraph 
from the article will sufliciently illustrate what we have ex- 
pressed:— 

“The Artillery not thankful that they have so long enjoyed 
undisturbed by their brethren of the Infantry, the advantages 
they have possessed, have at length asserted as a right what 
they should have esteemed themselves fortunate in having the 
opportunity of acknowledging as a favor, and in the plentitude 
of fancied security, have clained the fee simple, forgetting that 


they are in fact but mere fenants at will.”’ 
? 
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This was penned very evidently under the influence of no 
very friendly feelings; and since this writer would urge public 
good in opposition to private convenience, he should have re- 
flected, that he was transgressing his own frequently avowed 
principles, by thus pouring forth his individual discontent, as 
the expression of truth and reason. We will also at this mo- 
ment make an observation upon the style of this writer; we do 
it not from any idle spirit of criticism, but truly because he 
seems to be aware of its character, and rests some hopes upon 
it of success. We mean the manner he has adopted of mak- 
ing comparisons without facts, using ambiguous words and 
phrases, and more particularly of using very frequently the 
‘typographical figure of speech’ called the ‘‘ punctum admira- 
tionis!”’ and many italicised words, instead of relying upon the 
reason and sentiments of his sentences to give them weight 
and significancy. We will now quote that portion of his essay 
which is to be the subject of our reflections—‘‘ There are 
many matters appertaining to the army, calling loudly for a 
supervising and reforming attention, most of which had their 
origin in a remote day, and under peculiar circumstances. Of 
these there are some owing their present existence to the ab- 
sence of individual concernment in them, how large soever 
may be that of the pudlic; while others find support in 1 personal 
interests and guardianship, manifested in the frequent and 
loud expression of opinion on the part of those who are 
benefited. Among the first class may be numbered the Arti- 
cles of War, and several other enactments relative to the 
military establishment. Of these it is not the intention of the 
writer to speak; for however satisfied in his own mind of their 
susceptibility of, and indeed of the necessity of their amend- 
ment, he deems the subject as too nearly a judicial one to 
warrant a gratuitous offer of his opinions. Among the second 
class may be enumerated certain alleged rights and privileges 
of persons and corps; such, for example, as the right of a 
senior to a separate command, although the interest of the 
Government may require that a junior should have such com- 
mand; such as the claim to promotion by virtue of seniori- 
ty, when the interest of Government requires it to be other- 
wise; (see complaints about recent appointments in the Ord- 
nance and Dragoons) and when, indeed, the practice of pro- 
moting by seniority, so far from finding its origin in a right, 
owes its existence to the beneficent supposition by Government, 
that the senior, as such, is best fitted for advancement: and 
again, such as the claim of particular arms of service to a par- 
ticular class of posts, etc. It is the object of this article to 
ascertain the basis and strength of this last- mentioned preten- 
sion, as it of all has attracted the least attentior.’”’ Here are 
principles avowed, which, if acted upon, would destroy all uni- 
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ty and spirit in the military service, and from their tendency 
we infer, that the writer, estimating highly his own merits, 
anticipates thereby promotion; and if belief alone was suf 
ficient to justify affirmation, we could swear that one of the 
Board for the selection of officers for the corps of Ordnance, 
had written the article under consideration. When this writer 
thus declares opinions which are at variance with the funda- 
mental law of the military association, we are not surprized 
that the most extravagant fancies should sway his judgment, 
and therefore he cannot think it unfair if the general character 
of his mind is set in opposition to any special determination, 
or result of his own peculiar mode of reasoning. To affirm 
that seniority gives no right to command or to promotion, is 
at once wiping off the strongest characteristics of military cus- 
toms;—is subverting the rule which alone insures obedience 
and subordination, and would open the gates for influence and 
favor, to the utter annihilation of every professional excellence. 
If, then, seniority has no rights, wherefore the necessity of 
dating a commission? The ‘ beneficence’ of the Government, 
of which this writer speaks, is the adoption of a rule founded 
upon necessity, and recommended by the plainest dictates of 
common sense, without which, no military organization could 
exist under the Government. When selections are made, to 
the prejudice of others for particular service, the necessity of 
the act, and the merits of those chosen, ought to be apparent; 
else it is unjust, and creates disgust; because the general 
opinion of military men is, that such acts are subversive of the 
pride and fidelity of the military service. We hope that such 
idle theories will meet with the reprehensions they deserve; 
for unless our service be also distinguished by fixed and equi- 
table rules of government, which the experience of other na- 
tions has acknowledged as essential, it will neither be perma- 
nent, or desirable. These observations, which are but pre- 
liminary to the main argument, were deemed necessary to 
expose the general character of the printed article. In a suc- 
ceeding number we will consider the arguments therein ad- 
vanced for the support of its chief object. Man ius. 


No. II. 


We now resume the consideration of the reasons, urged by 
the writer of the article entitled ‘The Army,” published i in 
the Military and Naval Magazine for August ‘(N o. 6) to en- 
force the position he there assumes, that the Infantry ought to 
take the place of the Artillery in the fortifications upon the sea 
coast. The leading points of his argument are, that the In- 
fantry are as capable as the Artillery to perform the duties now 
assigned to the latter;—that there is no reason, resulting from 
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the organization of the Artillery, why they should occupy the 
fortifications;—that the duties of the two arms of service are 
unequal, and offer more personal agrémens to one body than 
to the other;—and finally, “ that public considerations, as well 
as interests of a personal character, call for a reform in the 
matter.’ In 1821, when the army was reduced and newly 
organized, the Ordnance Corps was merged in the Artillery, 
leaving but two distinct arms, the Artillery and Infantry. Be- 
fore the result of the labors of the Board which arranged the 
officers to the present regiments was known, they had 1 report- 
ed to the Government, and the distribution of serv ice, and the 
posts to be occupied by either arm, were decided; therefore, 
so far as the remarks contained in the article referred to would 
Intimate that any management had taken place in order to 
give the sea coast stations to the Artillery, this fact demon- 
strates there was none; for all parties were equally ignorant of 
the intentions and decisions of the War Department on this 
subject. The fact indeed of the arrangement which now ex- 
ists, and which must continue to exist, so long as the impor- 
tance of congruity is recognized, is perhaps, after all, one of 
the strongest arguments which can be adduced for its con- 
tinuance, because it shows clearly that the Government, and 
those officers of high rank and greatest experience, perfectly 
coincided in their views ofits necessity and propriety. It was 
the result of reasonable observation and correct judgment, upon 
the character, means, and future instruction and service of the 
two branches of the army; and without having reference to 
which, and the exigencies of the then present moment, indicat- 
ed by the disposition and movements of the different tribes 
upon our Inland frontier, no decision could have been stable, 
just to the nation, or equitable to individuals. 

The army was formed upon a plan, not for the immediate 
exercise of its greatest force, according to its limited numbers, 
but to possess facilities of instruction, and a power of « xtension, 
so that when the country should call for it, there might be pre- 
sented an imposing array of military power, combined by the 
most perfect organization, and resul: ited by the most approved 
modes of discipline. On this principle were the Artillery and In- 
fantry constituted as they are different, in the number of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and regulations for the due fulfilment 
of their appropriate duties. We say this was the reason upon 
which these different arms assumed different characters, for if re- 
ference only had been made tothe immediate wants of Govern- 
ment, in the active service of its troops, the Artillery as a dis- 
tinctly organized body might then have been dispensed with; but 
pursue this mode of re asoning a little further, and it is evident 
that we must come to this conclusion, that all military organiza- 
tion may be dispensed with until an enemy is expected. ‘The 
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experience of Nations has shown this to be a false system, 
and our own wisely adopting the course it did, gave our army 
a form whereby the different parts might derive the advantages 
of proper instruction, and the government at any time the bene- 
fit of its services. We then say that instruction and not im- 
mediate services alone, was one of the prominent motives 
which established the army on its present system, of this we 
could offer many proofs, and a convincing one is to be found, 
in the small numerical force of the army itself. As their in- 
struction was such an important consideration, in the forma- 
tion of our military institutions, we would ask where could such 
instruction be given to, and received by the Artillery, except at 
the different fortifications and Arsenals? ‘The Infantry at all 
times, whether in the active duties of the field, or the ordinary 
pursuits of the cantonment, whether serving upon the inland 
frontiers of the “ far west,” or doing garrison duty in the for- 
tifications upon the sea board, have the means and are always 
advancing in the knowledge of their particular service; but the 
contrary is the case with the Artillery; remove them to the in- 
land frontier and they become nothing but Infantry soldiers, 
because the Government does not, and will not furnish means 
for their improvement in the science and practice of Artillery 
service. Besides this objection, which casts such inequalities 
upon the individual ofthe Artillery considered in a profession- 
al view, the Government itself actually incurs greater expenses 
and loses all the advantage to be derived from a well instruct- 
ed Corps of Artillery. It incurs greater expenses, because 
without receiving any returns, from the progress of military 
science applicable to this particular arm, it supports a body 
comprising more officers than are requisite for the service, and 
for whicn the Infantry alone was specially organized. 

The reasons which influenced and decided the distribution 
of the positions given to the Artillery, are perfectly consistent 
with every law made in reference to military preparation and 
instruction. The law for the reorganization of the Ordnance 
Corps, passed in April, 1852, may be cited in connection with 
this subject. This act provides for the detail of a number of 
Artillery officers for instruction in ordnance duties. Pursuant 
to it, many officers have been detailed. At some of the Arse- 
nals companies of Artillery are stationed. These troops an- 
swer a double purpose—as guards for the public property, as a 
means of action and defence against a certain class of our 
population, and in the performance of labor of different descrip- 
tions for the benefit of the United States. The officers attach- 
ed to these companies receive also additional advantages, by 
the instruction they there receive in a co-ordinate and intimate- 
ly connected branch of service, are not withdrawn from their 
proper military sphere, and thus make a return to Government 
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for these benefits, by an increased attention to their multiplied 
avocations. Under these circumstances, suppose the Artillery 
company to be relieved by a company of Infantry, and is it 
not evident that the Government loses, and the Artillery offi- 
cers suffer a prejudice to their professional advancement, by 
being withdrawn from the opportunities and means of instruc- 
tion? The subject is too clear, under these conditions, to admit 
of a moment’s doubt. So much then for the claim made by 
the Infantry to occupy the Arsenals. 

We will consider in a few words, the propriety of yielding 
the fortifications on the sea-board, for the occupancy of the 
Infantry. The writer proceeds thus: ‘‘ The fortifications, say 
they, (the Artillery,) are the appropriate station of the Artillery; 
and should be exclusiv ely garrisoned by them. What would 
the Infantry do in them?” ‘Is this exclusive right to garrison 
the fortifications founded in law? They cannot pretend to it.” 

It is true, that under the circumstances, in which the Army 
exists, the Artillery do think that the fortifications are their 
*‘ appropriate stations;’’ and for very simple reasons, some of 
which are given above; and further, they can perceive no 
utility to result,—and for which, they should be turned out of 
their appropriate places, and converted into Infantry; especial- 
ly, when the law has given them a character, and provided, also, 
the number of Infantry, deemed necessary for the service. 
The Artillery do not, however, found their opinion upon any 
provision of law, but upon common sense. The law does not 
say either, that the Dragoons shall ride gray horses, or shall not 
ride black ones, or that the Artillery shall one day, manceuvre 
a battery of six pounders, and on another, a battery of twelve; 
—yet, we believe, that horses of either color, are ridden indif- 
ferently, according to the convenience of the service;—and 
that a battery of sixes, or of twelves is used, without searching 
the statute-book to find if it be the lawful calibre: the only 
consideration is, in relation to the purposes to be effected.— 
The fortifications offer means of instruction to young officers, 
which cannot be had elsewhere. They present to them, the 
actual condition of what they have long studied in theory. 
There are exposed, the principles and means of supplies, and 
armament. The mechanical duties of the piece, and the arts 
of police are acquired. The modes of construction of various 
machines, implements, and secondary defences are observed; 
and brought by the surest test, practical uses, within the com- 
prehension of the observer. LKither the management of the 
guns, according to their system, and the opportunity, which 
practice officers , of simplifying their movements, and the con- 
struction of their carriages, may be attained;—and will it still 
be said, that such places are not the appropriate stations of the 
Artillery? If it be asked, ‘‘ What will the Infantry do in the 
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fortifications?”’ why not ask, what will the Artillery do out of 
them? Is it desired by the Government, that the Infantry 
should be instructed as Artillery? No. Does the Government 
desire the Artillery to be instructed in Infantry duties? They 
already understand them. Then it follows, according to the 
reasoning of the paper, so often referred to, that the Artillery 
ought to relieve the Infantry, at their present inland posts, 
merely because such posts are not the Artillery’s ‘ proper 
station.” Man tivs. 





No. III. 


Having shown that instruction was a primary consideration 
in the organization of the Military Peace Establishment, it 
follows that such places as offer the greatest facilities, on the 
most economical plan to the Gov ernment, for the acquisition of 
every species of knowledge appropriate to the different arms 
of service, are the proper stations for such divisions of the 
Army. The artillery, therefore, was named to occupy the for- 
tifications on the sea-board, and the principal arsenals where 
military pyrotechny, and the arts of construction necessary for 
every species of military equipage were taught. If in the for- 
mation of our Army, legislation had had a view to the imme- 
diate exertion of physical force, it is certain that the ranks of 
the Army would have been extended far beyond their present 
numbers; but such was evidently not the object, and therefore, 
every regulation intended to bind together the component parts, 
by insuring uniformity and precision in the various departments 
of the science, has had a direct bearing towards this single 
object of instruction. In opposing ourselves to the opinions 
and arguments of the writer of the article, it is not altogether 
for the purpose of weakening or destroying their influence, in 
reference to the particular question in debate, but to show also 
some principles of action upon which the military service must 
rely, and by which be governed. We have no doubt that there 
are many infantry officers quite as capable to perform the du- 
ties now performed by the artillery, (in the light in which this 
writer views them, viz. mere infantry and police duties, ) as any 
of this latter arm. But we do not believe, nor is it within the 
province of ordinary reason to show, that the infantry, as a 
body, are as capable of performing the duties required, and 
to be required of the artillery, as the artillery viewed as a 
body, is itself—However imperfect the system for the in- 
struction of the artillery may have been, and however defi- 
cient the means for the acquirement of professional knowledge 
offered to this body, yet there are consequences of reflection 
and contemplation, awakened by many causes in their daily 
duties, which give a character to their minds, and a bent to 
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their genius, as military men, highly important and essential, 
and with which the infantry, from their positions and avoca- 
tions, are totally unacquainted. It is very evident that the 
writer of the article has a very limited comprehension of the 
duties and instruction of artillerists, and he asserts with a com- 
placency adequate indeed to his knowledge of the subject, that 
the infantry perform the same duties as are now ‘ occasion- 
ally’ performed by the artillery ; which consist in firing ard ex- 
ercising a piece of ordnance, and throwing a few shells in the 
course of a twelve-month. These are performances simple 
enough ; every day presents to us some train band, who accom- 
plish the same thing; and yet it is not supposed that they pos- 
sess, nor do they make any pretension to military science and 
proficiency ; ; and we > may conclude from this part of his ex posi- 
tion, that it would be a very useless €xpense to transport the in- 
fantry, merely to prove that they could do, in the fortifications, 
what we are all willing to acknowledge they now do upon the 
frontier. Asto the question of capacity of the officers of either 
arm, that is a matter which, in the abstract, we would not have 
noticed; but as this writer has made it a point, we will give it 
a passing observation. ‘There is a wide difference between ca- 
pacity to acquire and ability, the result of knowledge, to per- 
form. Nature may have endowed the lowly mechanic with 
higher attributes of mind, than she has dispensed to the scholar 
or statesman; yet if such powers have been neglected, or 
wanted opportunity for exertion, of what use can they be? 
These observations connect themselves with, as indeed they 
were elicited by, the following remarks :—‘ Are they (artillery 
duties) such as could not be Jearned and performed by officers 
and men of infantry? Obviously not; for the officers of in- 
fantry go through the same course of instruction at the Mili- 
tary Academy, that officers of artillery do.’’ The same course 
of theory is presented at the Military Academy to every cadet. 
This arises from the necessity of having as a test of ability, a 
uniform academic course ; but it does not follow, however, that 
every graduate is equally proficient. This inequality may pro- 
ceed from several causes ; as indolence, difference of age, and 
want of mental energy or capacity. The best scholar is very 
reasonably esteemed the cleverest youth ; and the Government, 
as an incentive to study, will give commissions only according 
to their degree of merit. Ir then, the change proposed in the 
articles of the magazine should take place, and thus remove 
young g graduates from the means of future advancement in pro- 
fessional learning, would the Government not violate the pledge 
which it has given for the encouragement of such learning? 
We entertain an opinion on another point, at variance with 
the writer. It is, that the organization of the artillery alone, 
in contradistinction to that of the infantry, is a strong reason 
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against the proposed change. A regiment of artillery con- 
sists of eight companies, which include eight captains, eight- 
een first lieutenants, and eighteen second jieutenants. A re- 
giment of infantry consists of ten companies, which comprise 
ten captains, ten first lieutenants, and ten second lieutenants. 
As both the artillery and infantry were organized with reference 
to particular duties, by this conversion the government would 
not only incur greater expense, but destroy ‘the intentions and 
objects, which were the motives that impelled Congress to create 
them, as distinct bodies. The government indeed have no 
right to destroy these characteristic qualities of their service, al- 
though it may at any time change the stations of the troops, 
when the public good requires it. 

The regiment ‘of Dragoons, was raised for particular ser- 
vice, yet not more distinct from the artillery, than the artillery 
is from the infantry. For the same reasons urged by this wri- 
ter, might this regiment put in a claim to occupy the fortifica- 
tions and arsenals; and the artillery, for no other reason than 
that they are such, should mount and be off, to scour the hills 
and valleys of the Indian country. There would be much more 
reason, because their duties are assimilated, if a change or ro- 
tation between the engineer corps, ordnance corps, and artille- 
ry should be urged. But however agreeable this might be to 
individuals, we doubt if the public would approve of the sys- 
tem ; for supposing the duties of each branch of these servi- 
ces to be equally well performed, as at the present moment, 
still the expenses incident to the change, with the loss of time, 
would be too great to admit the commendation, of judicious 
arrangement. The present plan is obnoxious to all these ob- 
jections, with many others superadded; and that which makes 
it so surprising is, that the artillery and infantry are entirely 
dissimilar, not only in the elements of their formation, but in 
their means and opportunities of action. If, however, sucha 
system should be commenced, it must be adopted throughout, 
and be applied to every regiment and corps in the service; and 
when in time, the dragoons are detailed for duty, or shipboard, 
one will at least enjoy a hearty laugh at the gaucheries dis- 
played by a troop of horse on the deck of a ship of the line! 
In such a case the nation will certainly have the satisfaction 
of exhibiting to the world that monster, a ‘‘ Horse-marine,”’ 
which we think quite as wonderful and curious, as the centaur 
or satyr of former days. 


MANLIUS. 
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REVOLUTIONARY REMINISCENCE. 


After the close ofthe Revolutionary war, a Board of Officers 
was convened by order of the commander-in-chief ‘‘for the pur- 
pose of investigating the several pretensions of the candidates 
for the Badge of Military Merit,” the only badge or title ever 
bestowed in this country. Ina recentexamination of some old 
papers, in possession of a friend, a part of the proceedings of 
this board has come to light, and, even if it have already been 
published elsewhere, will afford interest to some of the readers 
of the Magazine. 


Proceedings of the Board of Officers appointed in the General 
orders ofthe 17th inst. for the purpose of investigating the several 
Pretensions of the Candidates for the Badge of Military Merit. 

BRIGADIER GENERAL GREATON, PRESIDENT. 
Col. Srvuart, Major F isu, 
Lt. Col. Sprout, Members Major PReEscorTt, 

The Board being met agreeable to order, proceeded to an 
examination of the certificates and papers laid before them re- 
lating to the several facts on which the several pretensions are 
founded, -and thereon 

REPORT: 

Ist. That Sergeant Ex1san Cuurcnitt, of the 2d Regiment 
of Light Dragoons, in the several enterprizes against Fort St. 
George and Fort Slongo, on Long Island, in their opinion act- 
ed a very conspicuous and singularly meritorious part; that at 
the head of each Body of attack he not only acquitted himself 
with great gallantry, firmness, and address; but, that the sur- 
prize in one instance, and the success of the attack in the oth- 
er, proceeded ina considerable degree from his conduct and 
management. 

2d. That Sergeant Brown, ofthe late 5th Connecticut Regi- 
ment, in the assault of the Enemy’s left Redoubt, at Y ork 
Town, in Virginia, on the evening of ‘the 14th of October, 1781, 
conducted a forlorn-hope, with great bravery, propriety, and 
deliberate firmness, and that his general character appears un- 
exceptionable. 

The Board are therefore of opinion, that Sergeant Cuurcn- 
iLL, of the 2d Regiment of Light Dragoons, and Sergeant 
Brow n, of the late 5th Connecticut Regiment, are S€V erally en- 
titled to the Badge of Military Merit: and do, ‘therefore recom- 
mend them to his Excellency the commander-in-chief, as suit- 
able characters for that honorary distinction. 

J. Greaton, B. Gen. President. 

Cantonment, New Windsor, April 24, 1783. 

His EXCELLENCY GEN. WASHINGTON. 
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Certificate for the Badge of Military Merit. 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, ESQUIRE, 


GENERAL AND CoMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE FORCES OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, &c. &c. 


To all to whom these Presents shall come, sendeth Greeting: 


Whereas, it hath ever been an established maxim in the American Ser- 
vice, that the Road to Glory was open to all, that Honorary Rewards and 
Distinctions were the greatest stimuli to virtuous actions, and that distin- 
guished Merit should not pass unnoticed or unrewarded; and whereas, a 
Board of Officers whereof Brigadier General Greaton is President, hath 
been constituted and appointed for the purpose of investigating the several 
pretensions of the Candidates for the Badge of Military Merit; and said 
Board having Reported in the words following, viz: 

“That Sergeant Elijah Churchill of the 2d Regiment of Light Dragoons, 
in the several enterprizes against Fort St. George and Fort Slongo on Long 
Island, in their opinion acted a very conspicuous and singularly meritorious 
part; that at the head of each Bedy of attack, he not only acquitted himself 
with great gallantry, firmness, and address, but that the surprise in one in- 
stance, and the success of the attack in the other, proceeded in a considera- 
ble degree from his conduct and management.” 

Now, therefore, know ye, that the aforesaid Sergeant Er1san Cuurcn- 
rLL, hath fully and truly deserved, and hath been properly invested with 
the Honorary Badge of Military Merit, and is authorized and entitled to 
pass and repass all Guards and Military Posts, as fully and amply as any 
Commissioned Officer whatever; and is hereby further recommended to that 
favourable notice which a brave and faithful Soldier deserves from his 
Countrymen. 


Given under my handand seal, at the Head Quarters of the 
American Army, this first day of May, 1783. 
By his Excellency’s Command, 


JOHN TRUMBULL, Jun. Secretary. 


A Badge was also awarded to Sergeant Bisset, of the 2d 
Connecticut Regiment. The particular services he rendered, 
or the occasion on which he so distinguished himself, as to entitle 
him to this Military Honor, is not mentioned in the foregoing 
proceedings ofthe Board. Sergeant BisseL was sent into New 
York, in August, 1781, for the purpose of obtaining informa- 
tion of the strength and state of the enemy’s force, at that 
place. ‘On his arrival in New York, there being a hot press 
to man the King’s ships, and finding no other means to avoid it, 
or escape, but by entering into the land service, he enlisted in 
Arnold’s corps, and never had an opportunity of getting off un- 
til the 27th of September, 1782,’ when he made his escape 
from Staten Island, and returned tothe American Camp. Per- 
haps he received a Badge for this dangerous service, in which 
he appears to have acquitted himself with much prudence and 
address. 
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LINES ON FORT PUTNAM. 


FOR THE MILITARY AND NAVAL MAGAZINE. 


FORT PUTNAM—WEST POINT—A NIGHT SCENE. 


Hark! the signal notes from the tented plain, 
Its echoes ’micst the mountains spread, 

And wakes from the moss-grown rocks again, 
Voices as if from the slumbering dead; 

Till far in the night they chase away 

O’er the trackless path of the parted day. 


And the gathering mists of midnight fall 
Upon the watchmen of the night, 

And the gray and ruined crumbling wall, 
Which shows its form in the starry night, 
Now glancing upon the hill’s broad crest, 
Where the embattled fortress seems to rest. 


There it proudly stands on its rocky scite, 

In the lonely, still, deserted shade, 

Like a spirit which loves the gloom of night, 
To tell of the past, and things decay’d; 
While glen, and cave, and torrent keep 

The pathway-guard of the rugged steep. 


And see, just beyond the projecting shade, 
That the wall throws o’er the dizzy height, 
Where shadows dark by the moonlight made, 
Now fall upon the waters bright; 

Two forms come forth with measured pace, 
And they seem to be of unearthly race. 


Now they wend with care to the brooklet’s bed, 
And one dips out of the limpid stream, 

And scattering it around his head, 

It falls like gems in the silv’ry beam; 

And they seem to watch the waning moon, 

As if for their spell it would pass too soon. 


Yet with onward step do they keep their way 
To seek a deeper shadow still, 

And now by yonder wood they stay 

Their steps, to commune with their will, 
Hist! Hist! for I hear their voices clear, 
Borne on the wings of the dewy air. 


lst Spirit. Here begirt by hill and flood, 


By cavern’d dell and gloomy wood, 
Watchers of the silent hour, 
Subjects of a mystic power, 

Come to meet with friendly hail, 
Forms which mingle in the vale. 


2d. Spirit. We have done the hidden part, 





To perfect our master’s art, 
Trac’d unknown to mortal eye 
Fiery comets in the sky, 
Painted as the vapour past 

















































Ist. Spirit. 


2d. Spirit. 


Both. 


Ast. Spirit. 
2d. Spirit. 
Ist. Spirit. 


2d. Spirit. 


Ist. Spirit. 


2d. Spirit. 
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On the rapid whirlwind-blast, 
Forms and features soon to come 
By these tokens from the tomb, 


Did’st thou, as we pass’d along, 
Where is heard the streamlet’s song, 
Of its shining liquid there 

Cast about thee in the air? 


Yes, and as around it fell, 

Slowly rose a funeral knell, 
Quickly falling through the light 
Of yonder planet of the night; 
Pictures on each drop were shown, 
Of things long since reputed gone; 
By which sign I know we’re cast, 
To mix with beings of the past. 


Things of air which live beneath 

The vaulted sky, or desert heath, 

On barren hill, or fruitful plain, 
Yield your tribute to the slain; 

To the patriot soldier brave, 

Who met the battle on the wave; 

Or on the rugged mountain side 
Offer’d the living purple tide; 

Or on the smiling plains below 

For freedom boldly met the foe; 

Now while every peaceful gale 

Sighs o’er their resting place its wail, 
Chaplets twine and flow’rets wreathe, 
And incense to their mem/’ries breathe, 


Mark, yon shadowy forms arise, 
They’re clouds which fleet before thine eyes, 
What! seest thou not? 


By yonder lake, 
Where birds of night their homestead make, 
Dim forms beside the water pass, 
Which mirrors clearly as the glass, 
And seek the forest; now they stand 
And seem to smile upon the land. 


Yes, yes, I see and still more come, 
Like spectral shadows of the tomb, 
With anxious gaze and hurried tread 
They strive to win the mountain’s head. 
By Putnam’s ivy’d turrets crowd 

The vine, its beauty and its shroud. 


What gladness is in every eye, 

As round their rapid glances fly 
O’er mountain, river, hill and dale, 
The flow’ry mead, or fertile vale; 
And far beyond the living sight 
From unseen things they catch delight, 
As from their prison now set free 
They make their speechless revelry. 
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Ist. Spirit. Many amidst that phantom train, 


As men have trod yon level plain, 
Or o’er these shady vallies kept 
The careful watch while comrades slept. 
Frequenting thus some hallow’d spot, 
To them endeared and ne’er forgot; 
Like guardians ound the land they keep 
Their joyous rites while mortals sleep; 
For many a battle’s bloody toil 
Hath consecrated all the soil. 

. ° * An instant more 
A peal is heard from shore to shore, 
It seems to leap from rock to glen 
And multiply each sound again. 
The group recedes, in silent haste, 
And every form hath flitted past! 


2d. Spirit. The mist ascends from yonder wave, 


Flee, spirits flee, to the forest cave. 


Ist. Spirit. For the purple hues of the coming day 


Are coming fast, away! away! 


See the rosy light on the mountain’s brow, 
The herald of the promis’d dawn, 

The shadows around are fading now, 

And dew-drops melt away from the lawn; 
And birds commence in the forest tree 
The wild native notes of their minstrelsy. 
** Like a thing of life” disporting in mirth, 
High to the breeze our banner’s giv’n, 
And proudly turns from the smiling earth, 
To court the space of the azure heav’n; 
There be its home, and its stars ne’er yield, 
On the dark blue wave, or the battle field. eres 





TO A SPARROW, 


That came on board our ship in a squall, 60 miles from the Balize. 


Ah hapless wanderer! hath the howling storm 
Surpris’d thee near the ocean’s azure wave, 
And hurl’d thee from thy gentle nestlings warm, 
To plunge thee in a lone and wat’ry grave? 


Come, rest thy weary wing and trust our ship 
For shelter, food, and pity’s kindly tear, 

We'll safe convey thee o’er the frightful deep, 
And give to milder climes thy lay so clear. 


So may we hope, (when reckless winds prevail 
To shiver every mast and rend each sail,) 
Escape from Fate! may some kind bark be near, 
To waft us home, to friends and kindred dear. Hi. 


U. S. Ship Erie, at Sea, bound to Mexico, 





April 25th, 1831. 

















































SUNDAY PARADES AND INSPECTION. 


FOR THE MILITARY AND NAVAL MAGAZINE. 
SUNDAY PARADES AND INSPECTION. 


Mr. Eprror :—Your Magazine has interested me, and I be- 
lieve it may be a highly useful work, if conducted in the man- 
ner, and on the principles you have expressed. Among other 
improvements suggested for the Army, I beg leave to refer to 
one, which I have for some time hoped to see effected, and 
that is the Sunday parades and inspections. Any one familiar 
with the Army must have observed how much time and atten- 
tion is engrossed in preparing for, and going through those pa- 
rades and i inspections ; both officers and soldiers are sometimes 
detained two or three hours on Sundays, and often fatigued 
and harrassed with marches and drills, where there is no ne- 
cessity for it. Most of our officers in the Army are men of 
intelligence, learning and morality; yet they seem to think, 
or act, as if there was some obligation to observe Sundays by 
extra labor and fatigue. I have no doubt that it would general- 
ly be more agreeable to the officers and their families, and to 
the soldiers, to consider the day as a relief from their ordinary 
duties and occupations, and to be at liberty to attend church, 
where every christian wishes to be when the opportunity offers. 
When the whole civilized world regard Sundays as seasons of 
rest, or relief from toil, why should the Army be compelled to 
observe them as days of special business and employment? 
Who, that has ever witnessed the confusion, hurry and noise 
of barrack rooms, when preparing for an inspection on Sunday 
morning, can fail to believe that its effects are injurious to the 
morals and character of the soldiers? And why should Sunday 
be selected for this duty, when ordinarily the officers and sol- 
diers have much leisure through the week; I can see no rea- 
son why any other day in the week would not be better for 
this purpose. I am not in favour of abolishing the weekly in- 
spections and parades, I think them important, but there is no 
reason, and can be none [ believe, why they should be held on 
Sundays. Respect for the feelings and practices of society, 
(to say nothing of the obligations of christians to regard the 
day as sacred) “ought to have some influence towards correct- 
ing this evil. The Sunday parades and inspections at West 
Point were abolished, I believe, a few years ago by authority of 
the War Department. Much has been done towards improv- 
ing the Army by substituting Coffee and Sugar for the rations 
of Whiskey and prohibiting the sale of ardent spirits by sutlers ; 
and we hope for many more important reforms under the ad- 
ministration of our present able and efficient head of the War 
Department. In the British Army, there are no parades or in- 
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spections on Sundays except for church. Why then should 
we be behind any nation, in reason, justice or morality? So 
long as the present practice continues, men of intelligence, of 
sound morals and correct principles, will be subjected to em- 
ployments on Sundays, which they feel to be, not only unne- 


cessary, but injurious to the best interests of the Army. 
LAURENS. 


RemMARKS.—The practice of Sunday parades and inspections in our Ar- 
my has been continued for many years; how it originated is now a ques- 
tion, as that particular day is not specified either by law or regulation.— 
Long usage has rendered these Sunday parades and inspections a custom, 
almost as binding as if required by law or regulation. Some of the reasons 
which have been mentioned for its continuance are, that Sunday is the on- 
ly day on which ail the soldiers can be collected together, as during the 
whole week some of them are absent on fatigue duty, foraging &c.: that by 
collecting all the soldiers together, they are prevented from borrowing each 
other’s clothes and they must consequently keep their own in good order ; 
that while together, the Inspector has a better opportunity of examining 
their barracks ;—that if the soldiers were not on parade they might be 
worse employed, and the more they are under the eyes of their officers the 
better for them ;—and, finally, that the parades and inspections are finished 
early enough to allow those who are so disposed to attend divine worship. 

No doubt this practice is objectionable to many officers, and it may be 
questioned whether, in time of peace, there isa necessity for such continu- 
al occupation of the soldiers, as to allow no time but Sundays for the week- 
Jy parades and inspections.— Editor. 








FOR THE MILITARY AND NAVAL MAGAZINE. 
From the Journal of a Reefer. 


*«* No more his sorrows I bewail, 

** Yet this will be a mournful tale ; 

** And they who listen may believe, 

** Who heard it first had cause to grieve.” 


Mr. Eprror :—I have lived long enough to have seen many 
and most convincing proofs, that neither health, great strength, 
nor even the buoyant and vigorous condition of youth itself, 
afford the least security against the stroke of death! This 
should be a mournful tale, which has so gloomy a commence- 
ment and the reality, from which this sketch is taken, was 
deemed sufliciently so by those who, on the occasion to which 
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I allude, mourned with all the unpretending and honest sincer- 
ity of seamen, the loss of friends and mess-mates. Not an 
hundred years since, so frequent were the instances of piracy 
and so horrible were the butcheries with which those scenes 
of outlawry were too frequently accompanied, that an enlarged 
and energetic system of protection was deemed necessary, to 
secure to an honest and enterprising portion of our citizens, 
the exercise of those rights, for the undisturbed enjoyment of 
which our treaties with Spain and the amicable relations exist- 
ing between the two governments furnished no guarantee.— 
The Carribean Sea was literally covered with the barks of pi- 
ratical marauders, whilst the numerous (and to large vessels 
inaccessible) inlets and harbors, on the coasts of the Span- 
ish Islands, furnished shelter to these wretches, against tropical 
storms and the newly aroused and indignant feelings of out- 
raged and insulted humanity. The government of the U.S. 
to its honor be it spoken, acted with a degree of promptitude 
and efficiency, which not only elicited the gratitude of its own 

citizens, but commanded the admiration of foreigners. A naval 
force, peculiarly adapted to the navigation of that sea, was 
equipped with great expedition and placed under the orders of 
an officer of undoubted gallantry, of great nautical experience, 
and of unconquerable perseverance. The facility of commer- 
cial intercourse in that sea, which followed the appearance of 
that squadron, is to be attributed to the judicious arrangements 
and unceasing vigilance of that commander, and furnishes the 
best commentary on the manner in which he performed the 
highly responsible and extremely arduous duties of his station. 

Among the numerous vessels employed in the West India 
seas, the U.S. B. was distinguished for her activity.— 
In nautical phraseology, she was 4 rakish looking craft, a 
fine sea boat, a fast sailer and worked so well, that instead of 
‘‘main top sail,” the order frequently was “haul off all.” I 
have seen her lay within five points of the wind, with bowlines 
hauled and sails clean full, when the master’s mate of the watch 
would come aft and report, “nine anda half, six.”” She was 
commanded by a skilful officer, and was manned by as jovial 
and as youthfyl a crew as ever braved the angry blasts of Eolus, 
or buffeted the billows of ocean. 

We had been cruising on the Spanish Main, I think the 
month was August, when a disease, which in its course cloth- 
ed so many callant spirits in their winding sheets, made its 
appearance amongst us. The senior lieutenant and purser 
were the first who encountered its fury and these, after an inef- 
fectual struggle of three days, during which ‘das yellow fever 
baffled the skill of our only medical officer, yielded up — 
spirits to Him who gave life, and were committed to the dee 
A funeral at sea is a most imposing ceremony. The shal 
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pipes and deep-toned voices of the boatswain and his mates 


calling, ‘‘ all hands to bury the dead ;” the noiseless tread of 


the seamen along the decks; the death-like silence which suc- 
ceeds ; the imposing burial service of the church of England; 


the sudden plunge of the body of a frend into the ocean of 


eternity, and the crash of musquetry which succeeds; all these 
strike upon the heart of man and bring forth feelings of a 
mysterious and fearful character ! ! 

It was considered advisable, as the fever had now extended 
its ravages to the crew, to leave La Guayra and beat up for 
the island of St. Thomas, inthe hope that sea air and a more 
northern latitude would have the effect of checking its progress. 
Vain hope! When we reached our destination, although the 
most rigid attention to cleanliness had been observ ed and the 
crew exposed as little as possible to sunshine or night air, yet 
the disease had gained upon us rapidly. The second lieuten- 
ant, Surgeon, Sailing Master, three Midshipmen and _ the Boat- 
swain, together with several of the crew, were already labour- 
ing under its horrid influence and, in the absence of all medi- 
cal advice, they were sent on shore where alone they could re- 
ceive the necessary attention. Some few and only a few re- 
covered, while others occupy graves in a foreign land; and al- 
though no mothers were near to receive their latest sigh and 
close the eyes of the dying, yet they experienced from stran- 
gers that soothing attention and unceasing kindness, which 
palliate the stroke of disease and smooth the appalling front 
of death itself. As it was considered advisable by medical 
men, who were consulted on the occasion, we left St. Thomas 
and stood out to sea. The “ people’ did not work our little 
craft with their wonted spirit and alacrity. The yellow fever 
was on board and we had no surgeon, only one lieutenant and 
two midshipmen were remaining, to conduct the necessary 
operations of the vessel, and on these the duty would have 
borne too heavily, if the commander himself had not frequent- 
ly assumed the charge of a watch. There were only three of us 
remaining in the steerage and instead of the mirth and g gayety 
which formerly reigned ‘undisturbed in the mids shipmen’s apart- 
ment, sorrow for the untimely and inglorious fate of many a 
messmate and apprehension for ourselves, were obvious in the 
face of each, as we ate our meals in silence. Of the three 
whom disease had spared, was the captain’s clerk, a youth from 
Virginia. D——— was beloved by all who knew him. This 
was his first cruise and, ‘green horn’ as he was, he was yet 
so great a favorite, that none of his more experienced, (though 
equally as youthful ) companions ever practised on him those 
little tricks in which midshipmen delight. His spirits were 
very much depressed, and melancholy had seized upon that 
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sanctuary, his soul. He had never contended single handed 
with misfortune, and although his two surviving companions 
endeavoured with their little arts to cheer him up, still he was 
visibly and greatly depressed. He frequently spoke of home, 

and when his thoughts would so far play the truant, as to wan- 
der from the desolate scenes by which he was surrounded, the 
unbidden tear would start into his eye and he would sob aloud. 
“D — my friend, why indulge in such feelings? I too 
have a mother whom I love and who loves me; our present 
situation is a dreadful one; but let us endure our fate with the 
fortitude which should always distinguish our profession. If 
death comes, we cannot help it and why invite its approaches?” 
Yes, my friend, he would reply, you have a mother who loves 
you, and she will embrace you again, but mine, mine will never 
see me more! ! 

Was this presentiment? Two or three days had elapsed ; 
we were walking the quarter deck together, the islands of St. 
Thomas and St. Croix were distinctly visible in the distance and 
the vessel was moving leisurely on, with her head in the direc- 
tion of the former. D. had just expressed his admiration of 
the calm and quiet scene before us; then, wrapt in our own 
thoughts, each paced the deck in silence. Nothing interpos- 
ed to break upon its stillness, save the occasional flapping of a 
sail, or the shrill cry of some solitary sea bird. At length he 
stopped and, leaning his head upon his hand, complained that he 
was labouring under some unusual and violent sensation. I 
looked into his face and was painfully impressed with the 
change which was passing over it. There was an unnatural 
and glossy expression in his mild blue eye, which I had never 
observed before. Giving him my arm we descended from the 
deck and in a few minutes he was in bed. I prevailed upon 
him, with little difficulty, to take medicine; but an hour had 
scarcely elapsed before the symptoms of yellow fever develop- 
ed themselves in a manner and with a force not to be mistaken. 
He appeared to be firmly convinced that his destiny was death. 
“T do not fear it, my friend; but, it is dreadful! Oh my 
mother, could you but fold me in a last embrace!!’’ We en- 
deavoured to soothe him and it was strange how calm he be- 
came. His disease threatened to be most violent and [ was 
satisfied that it must soon terminate in weal or woe; all the 
little arts in our power were exhausted and during his short ill- 
ness ———— or myself was continually at his bed side. On 
the second evening of his illness we had supposed him better, 
his fever was not so high as it had been and for hours he had 
slept and continued to sleep soundly. Death, inexorable death 





will not be disappointed of a single victim; the conqueror of 


millions will not forego his fatal influence even over one ! 
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I had the morning watch, the breeze was gentle, the sea calm, 
the sky unclouded and except an occasional ripple which passed 
along its surface, ‘ocean slumbered like an unweaned child.’ 
The air was refreshing and those fiery streaks of light which, 
in tropical climes particularly, announce in such gorgeous col- 
ours the approach of day, had already gilded the « eastern hori- 
zon. The eye of nature was awake and the sea birds were 
on the wing. I was aroused from a reverie, into which I had 
unwittingly fallen, by a slight pressure on my arm; I turned, it 
was D.’s servant, ‘“‘his master wished to see me.” On going 
below, I found this amiable youth in the last stage of yellow 
fever; at first he appeared unconscious of my presence; at 
length he recognised me, took my hand and endeavoured to 
raise himself in his bed, which I assisted him in doing ; in this 
posture I supported him for some moments. Instead of re- 
plying to my enquiries about his feelings, he gazed at me w ith 
a look of fearful intensity, then fixed his eyes on vacancy.— 
His weight becoming oppressive, I discovered that the frail 
and gentle spirit which animated him, had passed away for ever. 
I laid him down in silence and wept! ! 








FOR THE MILITARY AND NAVAL MAGAZINE. 
ARMY REGISTER. 


Mr. Epiror:—Permit me through your ‘‘ Magazine’ to 
call the attention of the proper authority to the subject of 
“The Army Register.”” Heretofore it has been published but 
once a year, and although every officer ought to possess a copy, 
it has never to my knowledge been obtained for “ love or mo- 
ney.’ Why do they not publish a sufficient number of copies 
to furnish every officer with one? Certainly the officers would 
pay any reasonable sum for them. If the Government of the 
Army will not attend to this matter, let some publisher take it 
in hand, and I have no hesitation in saying that every officer in 
the Army (not entitled to a copy) would be happy to subscribe 
for it, at almost any price. Even the back numbers for 6 or 8 
years would be eagerly purchased, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the changes which have taken place. 

B. K. 
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FROM THE SALEM (MASS:) GAZETTE. 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF 
COMMODORE WILLIAM BAINBRIDGE, 
Late of the U. S. Navy, 


This gallant officer, one of the most distinguished of that glorious band 
of naval heroes who redeemed the character of the nation, in the war of 
1812, is no more. After along and painful illness, he died at Philadelphia, 
on Saturday last, (27 July, 1833,)in the 60th year of his age. 

Commodore Bainbridge was born at Princeton, New Jersey, on the 7th 
of May, 1774. At the age of 16, he was placed as an apprentice to the sea 
service, in the employ of Messrs. Miller and Murray, merchants of Phila- 
delphia. In their employ he made many voyages, and rose tocommand. At 
18 years of age, while mate of the ship Hope, on her way to Holland, the 
crew rose upon the officers and seized the captain, and had nearly succeed- 
ed in throwing him overboard, when young Bainbridge hearing the alarm, 
ran on deck with an old pisto! without a lock, and being assisted by an ap- 
prentice boy, and an Irish sailor, rescued the captain, seized the ringleader, 
and quelled the mutiny.—At the age of 19 he received the command ofa 
ship, and from the year 1793 till 1798, he commanded merchant ships in the 
trade from Philadelphia to Europe... In the year 1796, on his way from 
Bordeaux to St. Thomas, in the ship Hope, with four small carriage guns, 
and nine men, he had an engagement with a British schooner of 8 guns and 
35 men, commanded by a sailing master in the navy, and after a smart ac- 
tion, compelled her to strike her colors. As, however, the two countries 
were at peace, and he of course acting only on the defensive, he could not 
take possession of her; but sent her off contemptuously to make a report of 
her action. 

In the month of July, 1798, he received, without any application on his 
part, an offer of the command of the U. S. schooner Retaliation, of 14 guns, 
to be employed against France, between which power and the United States 
hostilities had recently commenced. Having accepted the appointment, he 
sailed in the Retaliation, and accompanied the squadron under Commodore 
Murray, on a cruise in the West Indies. While cruising to the windward 
oi Gaudaloupe, the Retaliation was captured by two French frigates and a 
lugger, and taken into that island, where she remained three months. He 
reached home in February, 1799, and his exchange being soon efiected, he 
received a commission of master commandant, and sailed in the brig Nor- 
folk, of eighteen guns, on a second cruise to the West Indies. Here he re- 
mained convoying the trace of the United States, for some months, during 
which time he captured a French privateer, ran ashore another of sixteen 
guns, destroyed a number of barges, besides taking several of the enemy’s 
merchant vessels. 

When he returned to the United States, he received a captain’s commission 
and was appointed to the command of the frigate George Washington, in 
which he shortly afterward sailed for Algiers, with the presents which tke 
United States were by treaty bound to make to that regency. He arrived 
in safety at Algiers, on the 17th September, 1800, and was received with e- 
very demonstration of good feeling. In a few days, however, these friend- 
ly appearances vanished, and the Dey made a most unexpected and extra- 
ordinary demand, that the George Washington should carry his ambessador 
with presents to the Grand Seignor at Constantinople. 

Captain Bainbridge resisted this unexampled demand vigorously for some 
time, till at length, exasperated by opposition, the Dey sent for him and 
peremptorily demanded that the frigate should go to Constantinople, threat- 
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ening, in case of refusal, to make slaves of all the Americans in Algiers, to 
detain the frigate, and send out his cruisers against the defenceless trade of 
the United States. Moved by the danger to which the personsand com- 
merce of hiscountrymen were exposed by his refusal, Bainbridge at length 
consented to receive the Algerine Ambassador. 

They sailed from Algiers on the 19th of October, and the frigate anchored 
at Constantinople in 23 days from her departure. The next day three offi- 
cers were sent on board in succession to know what ship that was, and 
what colors she had hoisted. They were told, it was an American frigate 
and an American flag. They said they did not know any such country. 
Captain Bainbridge then explained that America was the new world—by 
which name they had some idea of the country. After these inquiries the frig- 
ate came into the harbor, and Captain Bainbridge was received with unusual 
honors. The mission of the Dey of Algiers, however, failed in its objects, 
and after a month’s delay the George Washington sailed from Constantino- 
ple, carrying the Algerine Ambassador’s secretary back to Algiers, with an 
account of the unfortunate result of his embassy. 

Bainbridge sailed from Algiers about the last of January, and arrived at 
Philadelphia in the month of April, 1801. Before his return, the cessation 
of hostilities with France had caused a reduction of the navy, and there 
were retained only nine captains, of which he had the satisfaction of find- 
ing himselfone. In the following June, he received the command of the 
frigate Essex, which was built in this town and presented to government 
by the merchants of Salem. About this time, the regency of Tripoli, em- 
boldened by the success of the Algerines, commenced hostilities against the 
United States; to oppose which a squadron of frigates, among which was 
the Essex, wassent to the Mediterranean. Here he continued for thirteen 
or fourteen months, but did not fallin with any of the Tripolitan cruisers. 

He returned to New York in July, 1802, and in May 1803 was appointed 
to the command of the Philadelphia. In July he sailed in her to join the Med- 
iterranean squadron, then under Commodore Preb!e. He was here employed 
in blockading the harbor of Tripoli, and, on the 31st October, gave chase to a 
strange ship that was seen running for the harbor of Tripoli.—The chase 
was unsuccessful, and the Philadelphia was returning, when, as she was go- 
ing at the rate of six orseven knots, she ran upon rocks about four miles 
anda half from the town. As soon asshe had grounded, the gunboats came 
out to attack, but while she continued upright, with the few guns that 
could be brought to bear, she kept the enemy at adistance; but she soon lay 
over so much on one side that she could not use her guns. At length, af- 
ter sustaining the enemy’s fire for five or six hours, a council of war of all 
the officers unanimously advised a surrender. The magazine was therefore 
drowned; the arms and every article of value thrown overboard; the ship 
scuttled; the pumps choaked, and the colours were then hauled down. 

The frigate was plundered of every thing that could be got at, when the 
Tripolitans went on board. They took from Captain Bainbridge his watch 
and epaulets, and the cravat from his neck; but with much struggling and 
difficulty he saved the miniature ofhis wife. The officers and crew, how- 
ever, were pretty well treated, as prisoners of war, after they were landed at 
Tripoli. Several attempts were made to escape, but all were unsuccessful. 
The prisoners were often obstinate, uncomplying and mischievous; yet the 
Tripolitans who had charge of them were rarely provoked to punish them. 
They used often to say, that the Americans were the most difficult to man- 
age of any people they had ever seen. 

A treaty of peace between the United States and Tripoli was concluded 
in 1805, and on the 3d of June the prisoners were liberated, after a confine- 
ment of thirteen months, and soon after sailed for America.—Capt. Bain- 
bridge was received ratheras a returning conquerer than as a vanquished 
prisoner, and was acquitted of all blame by a court of inquiry held at his re- 
quest. 
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From 1806 to 1812, he occupied himself part of the time in the merchant 
service, and the remainder of the time was employed in various naval du- 
ties. In 1812, he was appointed to the command of the navy yardat 
Charlestown; and onthe arrival at Boston of Capt. Hull, after his victory 
over the British frigate Guerriere, he having applied for a furlough, Commo- 
dore Bainbridge was permitted to take command of the Constitution. 

Ina few weeks he sailed, in company with the sloop of war Hornet, 
captain Lawrence, on a cruise to the East Indies. After parting company 
with captain Lawrence, he wasrunning down the coast of Brazil, when, on 
Thursday, the 29th of December, he discovered, about ninein the morning, 
two sail, one of which was standing off shore towards him. He immedi- 
ately made sail to meet the strange ship, and finding, as he approached her, 
that she did not answer his private signals, proceeded out to sea in order to 
separate her from her companion and draw her off the neutral coast. 

About one o’clock, having reached what he considered a proper distance 
from the shore, he hoisted his ensign and pendant, which was answered by 
English colours, and perceiving that she was an English frigate (the Java, 
Captain Lambert,) he took in the royals, tacked and stood for the enemy. 
The Java immediately bore down, intending to rake, which the Constitution 
avoided by wearing. The enemy being now within a half a mile to the 
windward, and having hauled down his flag, the Constitution fired a gun 
ahead to make him show his colours, and immediately poured in her whole 
broadside, on which English colours were hoisted, and the fire returned. 
On this the action became general, within grape and canister distance. In 
a few minutés the wheel of the Constitution was shot away; and in about 
halfan hour, Commodore Bainbridge finding that his adversary still kept too 
far off, determined to close with him at the risk of beingraked. He there- 
fore luffed up so close to the Java, that in passing, her jibboom got foul of 
the Constitution’s mizen rigging; and having now gained anearer position, 
he poured in so well directed a fire, that in ten minutes he shot away the 
Java’sjibboom and part of the bowsprit: in five minutes more the foremast 
went by the board—her main-topmast followed—then the gaft and spanker 
boom, and lastly, the mizenmast went nearly by the buard. At five min- 
utes past four, one hour and fifty-five minutes from the commencement of 
the action, the Java’s fire was completely silenced, and her colours being 
down, Commodore Bainbridge supposed that she had struck; he therefore 
shot ahead to repair his rigging; but while hove to for that purpose, dis- 
covered that her colours were still flying, although her mainmast had just 
gone by the board. He therefore bore down again upon her, and havin 
got close athwart her bows, was on the point of raking her with a broad- 
side, when she hauled down her colours, being a completely unmanageable 
wreck; entirely dismasted, without a spar of any kind standing. 

On boarding her, it was found that Captain Lambert had been mortally 
wounded, and that the Java wasso much injured, thatit would be impossi- 
ble to bring her to the United States. All the prisoners and the baggage 
were therefore brought on board the Constitution, a service which it re- 
quired two days to perform, there being but a single boat left between the 
two frigates. On the 31st she wasblown up, andthe Constitution put into 
St. Salvador. The Java carried forty nine guns, and upwards of four hun- 
dred men; she was bound to the East Indies, and had, in addition to her 
own crew, upwards of one hundred supernumerary officers and seamen, for 
different ships on the East India station. 

tfer loss was sixty killed; and among these was captain Lambert. Of 
the wounded, the accounts varied from one hundred and one (which were 
ascertained positively) to one hundred and seventy. 

On board the Constitution, nine were killed, andtwenty-five wounded; 
among whom was the Commodore himself. 

This victory was scarcely less honorable to Commodore Bainbridge, than 
the generosity with which- he exercised the right of a conqueror. While 
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on board, the prisoners were treated with the most respectful attention. Im- 
mediately on their landing at St. Salvador, they were set at liberty on pa- 
role, and received every article of their baggage; and particularly, a service 
of plate belonging to General Hislop, was carefully preservedand restored 
tohim. These proofs of honorable courtesy were not lost on the prisoners, 
who expressed their gratitude in a manner as creditable to themselves as to 
the victers. 

The decayed state of the Constitution and other circumstances combining 
to interfere with the original plan of the cruise, Commodore Bainbridge 
now left the Hornet to blockade a superior British force at St. Salvador, and 
returned to the United States. 

This was the only action in which Commodore Bainbridge was engaged 
during the war. After the peace of 1815, having superintended the building 
of the Independence 74, he had the honor of waving his flag on board the 
first line of battle ship belonging to the United States, that ever floated. He 
was ordered to forma junction with Commodore Decatur, to cruise against 
the Barbary powers, who had shown adisposition to plunder our commerce. 
In company with hisown squadron, he arrived before the harbour of Car- 
thagena where he learned that Commodore Decatur had concluded a peace 
with the regency of Algiers. He now, according to his instructions, pre- 
sented himse!f before Tripoli, where also he learned that Commodore Deca- 
tur had anticipated him by a previous visit. He returned to the United 
States on the 15th Nov. 1815; was afterward appointed one of the Navy 
Commissioners; and resumed the command* at the Navy Yardin Charles- 
town. His health had been declining sometime before his removal to Phil- 
adelphia last autumn, and little or no hope of his recovery was entertained 
at that time. 


The Baltimore Republican contains the following highly in- 
teresting and well drawn sketch of an incident in the life of 
Commodore Bainbridge: 


The death of this gallant veteran, recalls to mind an incident which oc- 
curred thirty-eight years ago, and which is strikingly characteristic of those 
noble qualities of humanity, generosity and patriotism, which have since 

signalized his glorious career, and italso shews the strong presentiment he 
had, even at an early day, that an opportunity would be afforded him of 
avenging the insults which were offered to hiscountry’s flag. In the month 
of August, 1795, on his homeward bound voyage from France to Philadel- 
phia, he boardedthe American brig Cincinnatus, from Belfast to Wilmington, 
on board of which, the writer of this article was a passenger; and as he step- 
ped on the deck of the brig, such a scene of distress presented itself, as 
drew from him tears of commiseration. He saw despair depicted in every 
countenance—he heard the most heart-rending cries from every part of the 
vessel;—he paused, listened, and earnestly inquired into the cause.—He 
was told that three British ibigates had just left us, after a detention of three 
days, during which time, they had impressed fifty passengers, and four sea- 
men, beating unmercifully every one who offered the least resistance to 
go into the boat;—that they had ransacked the hold, cut open every bale of 
linen and thrust their swords into every locker, in order to drag from their 
hiding places, those who would rather have met death in any shape than be 
dragged from their loved relatives, intoa hated service. He listened with 
peculiar emotion to the fate of a brave and powerful man, who, when the 
officer ordered him into the boat, addressed him thus, ‘Sir, I have an aged 
mother and three sisters, and [ am their only protector—what will they do 
ina strange country?—have pity on them, lL pray you!” “D n you, 





*Previously to resuming the command of the Charlestown Navy Yard, 
Commodore B. had for some time the command of the Navy Yard at Phil- 
adelphia.—Ed. M. & NV. M. 
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Sir, go into the boat—we’ll have none of your palaver—men, take a rope’s 
end to him,” was the reply.—Six of the most powerful of the English sailors 
advanced, one of them made a blow at him, he threw up his arm, and jerk- 
ed the rope’s end out ofhis hand. ‘ Gentlemen,” said he, stand off—I have 
appealed to your officer in vain—I am a peaceable man—I would not hurt 
the hair of your head, but 5° I will not, and the first man that lays hands on 
me, I’ll strike him down.’ Instantly four of them sprang upon him,—he 
looked at his mother, he looked at his sisters, his lips trembled, his whole 
frame became convulsed, he uttered a terrific groan, and Sampson like, 
sprang upon his assailants; in an instant four of them lay sprawling on the 
deck, but seeing several officers rushing towards him with their swords 
drawn, he pounced like an eagle on his prey, grasping two of them round 
the neck, one under each arm, and like an enraged shark, he made a des- 
perate pitch, in order to plunge himself and them into the sea—but the of- 
ficers perceiving his intention, frustrated it by some of them holding on, 
while others brutaily stabbed and hacked the brave fellow, until he lay ap- 
parently lifeless on the deck. In this state, four of them threw him at full 
length, on the benches of the boat, until by the force of the fall, the blood 
was seen to flow in streams from his eyes, nose, mouth and ears,—At this 
part of the narrative, the youthful Bainbridge exclaimed, ‘Monsters! if ye 
had possessed one spark of true magnauimity, you would have released the 
noble fellow; such barbarity is an indelible stigma on the British name.” 
He then paced the deck with agitation, a tear stole down his manly cheek, 
he brushed it off, and turning round, said, ‘Captain Robinson, do you know 
that something whispers me, that I shall yet have day about with these 
proud Lords of the ocean; they have chased me ever since I left France— 
I can run away from their fastest frigates; but oh! it breaks my heart, to 
think that the stars and stripes should be obliged to fly from the British 
jack. —The day will come, when instead of showing them my heels, I'll 
make them feel my hands, and when I shall pay them with interest the debt 
I owe them.” How prophetic was this impression, and how well he kept 
his word the Java bore witness. 

The frigates were the Thetis and Hussar, in company with their prize La 
Provoyante, under the command of Captains Cochrane and Beresford— 
the boarding officer was Lord Cochrane. 

Captain Bainbridge remained on board the brig at least two hours, com- 
forting those who lost sons and brothers, and Jiberally distributing fruit 
and wine among the passengers and crew. Before taking leave he put the 
trumpet to his mouth, and ‘ordered his first officer, to spread all sail ‘that 
Captain Robinson might see the stern of the beauty.” This order was 
promptly obeyed, and the “Hope or PHILADELPHIA,” appeared to our 
admiring eyes. She sailed majestically round us several times, when the 
gallant Bainbridge parted with us, amidst the tears and prayers and thank- 
ful hearts of all on board—one of which will cherish the remembrance of 
his kindness, till it ceases to beat; it has marked his career ever since with 
the deepest solicitude, exulted in his triumphs, and now mourns his loss. 
He was as graceful a seaman asever trod the quarter deck, a perfect model 
of manly beauty—may his noble spirit rest in peace. 

The celebrated counsellor Tone, and his interesting family were passen- 
gers in the Cincinnatus. Major Tone, in his memoirs of his father, alludes 
to the impressment abovementioned, 


WwW. 


The funeral of Commodore BAItnsripGE, was attended with all the 
ceremony due the worthy andhigh public services of that distinguished na- 
val commander. 

The procession commenced moving from the late dwelling of the ceceas- 
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ed, about six o’clock, preceded by the volunteer company of Washington 
Greys, under the command of Captain Worrell. A number of seamen at- 
tached tothe navy, with blue jackets and white trowsers, walked in the 
procession; after these several of the clergy. 

The relations of the deceased and a large number of citizens followed the 
corpse, which was supported by six naval & military officers, in full uniform. 
Next followed the officers of such military companies as were not on duty, 
and an escort, the 128th regiment, under the command of Col. Watmough, 
concluded the procession, which moved to solemn music from a fine milita- 
ry band, with muffled drums. 

The procession moved down Walnut to Fourth, up Fourth to Chesnut, up 
Chesnut to Fifth, and thence to the place of interment, Christ Church bury- 
ing ground, corner of Fifth and Arch-streets. The corpse was deposited 
under a discharge of musketry. Minute guns were fired at the Navy Yard 
during the procession. 








FROM THE LONDON METROPOLITAN. 


PETER SIMPLE. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF NEWTON FOSTER.” 


The next morning before breakfast, the midshipman _report- 
ed to the first lieutenant the conduct of Mr. Trotter and his 
wife. I was sent for, and obliged to acknowledge that it was 
all true. He sent for Mr. Trotter, who replied that he was 
not well, and could not come on deck. Upon which the first 
lieutenant ordered the serjeant of marines to bring him up di- 
rectly. Mr. Trotter made his appearance, with one eye clos- 
ed, and his face very much scratched. 

‘ Did not I desire you, Sir,”’ said the first lieutenant, ‘‘ to in- 
troduce this young gentleman into the midshipmen’s berth? 
instead of which you have introduced him to that disgraceful 
wife of yours, and have swindled him out of his property. I 
order you immediatly to return the three guineas which you 
received as mess-money, and also that your wife give back the 
stockings which she cajoled him out of.” 

But then I interposed, and told the first lieutenant that the 
stockings had been a free gift on my part; and that, although 
I had been very foolish, yet that I considered that I could not 
in honour demand them back again. 

‘Well, youngster,” replied the first lieutenant, ‘“ perhaps 
your ideas are correct, and if you wish it, I will not enforce 
that part of my order; but,’’ continued he to Mr. Trotter, 
‘“«T desire, Sir, that your wife leaves the ship immediately ; and 
I trust, when I have reported your conduct to the captain, that 
he will serve you in the same manner. In the mean time, 
you will consider yourself under an arrest for drunkenness.”’ 
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The captain came on board about twelve o’clock, and order- 
ed the discharge of Mr. Trotter to be made out, as soon as 
the first lieutenant had reported what had occurred. He then 
sent for all the midshipmen on the quarter-deck. 

‘‘Gentlemen,”’ said the captain to them, with a stern coun- 
tenance, ‘‘I feel very much indebted to some of you for the 
character which you have been pleased to give of me to Mri 
Simple. I must now request that you will answer a few ques- 
tions which I am about to put in his presence. Did I ever 
flog the whole starboard w atch, because the ship would only 
sail nine knots on a bowling ?’ 

“ No, Sir, no!” replied i all very much frightened. 

«Did I ever give a midshipman four dozen for not having 
his weekly accounts pipeclayed, or another five dozen for wear- 
ing a scarlet watch ribbon ?” 

‘‘ No, Sir,” replied they all together. 

‘Did any midshipman ever die on his chest from fatigue ?”’ 

They again replied in the negative. 

“Then, gentlemen, you will oblige me by stating which of 
you thought proper to assert these falsehoods in a public coffee- 
room; and further which of you obliged this youngster to risk 
his life in a duel?” 

They were all silent. 

‘* Will you answer me gentlemen ?”’ 

‘With respect to the duel, Sir,”’ replied the , midshipman 
who had fought me, ‘‘I heard say that the pistols were only 
charged w ith pow der. It wasa joke.” 

cW ell, Sir, we'll allow that the duel was only a joke, (and 
I hope and trust that your report is correct ;) is the reputation 
of your captain only a joke, allow me to ask? I request to 
know who of you dared to propagate such injurious slander ? 
(Here there was a dead pause.) Well then, gentlemen, since 
you will not confess yourselves, | must refer to my authority. 
Mr. Simple, have the goodness to point out the person or per- 
sons who gave you the information.’ 

But I thought this would not be fair; and as they had all 
treated me very kindly after the duel, I resolv ed not to tell, so 
I answered, ‘‘If you please, Sir, [ consider that I told you all 
that in confidence.” 

‘Confidence, Sir,” replied the captain; ‘‘ who ever heard 
of confidence between a post captain and a midshipman ?”’ 

‘‘ No, Sir,” replied I, ‘not between a post captain and a 
mids shipman, but between two gentlemen.’ 

The first lieutenant, who stood by the captain, put his hand 
before his face to hide alaugh. ‘He may be a fool, Sir,” ob- 
served he to the captain, aside, “‘but I can assure you he is a 
very straight-forward one.” 


a ee ee 


The captain bit his lip, and then turning to the midshipmen, 
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said, ‘‘ You may thank Mr. Simple, gentlemen, that I do not 
press this matter further. I do believe that you were not seri- 
ous when you calumniated me; but recollect that what is said 
in joke is too often repeated in earnest. I trust that Mr. Sim- 
ple’s conduct will have its effect, and that you leave off prac- 
tising upon him who has saved you from a very severe punish- 
ment.” 

When the midshipmen went down below, they all shook 
hands with me, and said I was a good fellow for not peaching ; 
but as for the advice of the captain that they should not prac- 
tise upon me, as he termed it, they forgot that, for they com- 
menced again immediately, and never left off until they found 
that I was not to be deceived any longer. 

I had not been ten minutes in the berth, before they began 
their remarks upon me. One said that I looked like a hardy 
fellow, and asked me whether I could not bear a great deal of 
sleep. 

I replied that I could, I dare say, if it was necessary for the 
good of the service; at which they laughed, and I supposed 
that I had said a good thing. 

‘* Why here’s Tomkins,” said the midshipman; ‘‘ he’ll show 
you how to perform that part of your duty. He inherits it 
from his father, who was a marine officer. He can snore for 
fourteen hours on a stretch without once turning round in his 
hammock, and finish his nap on the chest during the whole of 
the day, except meal times.” 

But Tomkins defended himself, by saying, that ‘‘ some peo- 
ple were very quick in doing things, and others were very 
slow; that he was one of the slow ones, and that he did not 
in reality obtain more refreshment from his long naps than 
other people did in short ones, because he slept much slower 
than they did.” 

This ingenious argument was, however, overruled nem. con. 
as it was proved that he ate pudding faster than any one in the 
mess. 

The postman came on board with the letters, and put his 
head into the midshipmen’s berth. I was very anxious to have 
one from home, but I was disappointed. Some had letters 
and some had not. Those who had not, declared that their 
parents were very undutiful, and that they would cut them off 
with a shilling ; and those who had letters, after they had read 
them, offered “them for sale to the others, usually at half price. 
I could not imagine why they sold, or why the others bought 
them ; but they ‘did do so; and one that was full of good ad- 
vice was sold three times ; from which circumstance I was in- 
clined to form a better opinion of the morals of my compan- 
ions. The lowest priced letters sold were those written by 
sisters. I was offered one for a penny, but I declined buying, 
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as I had plenty of sisters of my own. Directly I made that 
observation they immediately inquired all their names and 
ages, and whether they were pretty or not. WhenI had in- 
formed them, they quarrelled to whom they should belong.— 
One would have Lucy and another took Mary; but there was 
a great dispute about Ellen, as [I had said that she was the 
prettiest of the whole. At last they agreed to put her up to 
auction, and she was knocked down to a master’s mate of the 
name of O’Brien, who bid seventeen shillings and a bottle of 
rum. They requested that I would write home to give their love 
to my sisters, and tell them how they had been disposed of, 
which I thought very strange; but I ought to have been flat- 
tered at the price bid for Ellen, as I repeatedly have since been 
witness to a very pretty sister being sold for a glass of grog. 

I mentioned the reason why I was so anxious for a letter, 
viz. because [ wanted to buy my dirk and cocked hat; upon 
which they told me that there was no occasion for my spend- 
ing my money, as by the regulations of the service, the pur- 
ser’s steward served them out to all the officers who applied 
for them. As I knew where the purser’s steward’s room was, 
having seen it when down in the cock-pit with the Trotters, I 
went down immediately. ‘“‘ Mr. Purser’s steward,” says I, 
“‘ Jet me have a cocked hat and a dirk immediately.” 

“Very good, Sir,” replied he, and he wrote an order upon 
a slip of paper which he handed to me. ‘ There is the oider 
for it, Sir; but the cocked hats are kept up in the chest in the 
main-top; and as for the dirk you must apply to the butcher, 
who has them under his charge.” 

I went up with the order, and thought I would first apply 
for the dirk ; so I inquired for the butcher, whom I found sit- 
ting in the sheep-pen with the sheep, mending his trowsers. 
In reply to my demand, he told me that he had not the key of 
the store-room, which was under the charge of one of the cor- 
porals of marines. 

I inquired who, and he said Cheeks* the marine. 

I went every where about the ship, inquiring for Cheeks the 
marine, but could not find him. Some said that they believed 
he was in the foretop, standing sentry over the wind, that it 
might not change; others, that he was in the galley, to pre- 
vent the midshipmen from soaking their biscuit in the captain’s 
dripping-pan. At last I inquired of some of the women who 
were standing between the guns on the main-deck, and one 
of them answered that it wasno use looking for him among 
them, as they all had husbands, and Cheeks was a widow’s man. 

* This celebrated personage is the prototype of Mr. Nobody on board of 
@ man-of-war. 

t Widow’s men are imaginary sailors, borne on the books, and receiving 
pay and prize-money, which is appropriated to Greenwich hospital. 
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As I could not find the marine, I thought I might as well 
go for my cocked hat, and get my dirk afierwards. I did not 
much like going up the rigging, because I was afraid of turn- 
ing giddy, and if I fell overboard I could not swim; ; but one 
of the midshipmen offered to accompany me, stating that [ 
need not be afraid, if I did fall overboard, of sinking to the 
bottom, as if I was giddy, my head, at all events, would swim; so 
I determined to venture. I climbed up very near to the main- 
top, but not without missing the little ropes very often, and 
grazing the skin off my shins. Then I came to large ropes 
stretched out from the mast, so that you must climb them with 
your head backwards. The midshipman told me these were 
called the cat-harpings, because they were so difficult to climb, 
that a cat would expostulate if ordered to go out by them. I[ 
was afraid to venture, and then he proposed that [ should go 
through lubber’s hole, which he said had been made for peo- 
ple like me. I agreed to attempt it, as it appeared more easy, 
and at last arrived, quite out of breath, and very happy to find 
myself in the main-top. 

The captain of the main-top was there with two other sail- 
ors. The midshipman introduced me very politely :—*‘ Mr. 
Jenkins—Mr. Simple, midshipman,—Mr. Simple—Mr. Jen- 
kins, captain of the main-top. Mr. Jenkins, Mr. Simple has 
come up with an order for a cocked hat.” The captain of 
the top replied that he was very sorry that he had not one in 
store, but the last had been served out to the captain’s mon- 
key. This was very provoking. The captain of the top then 
asked me if I was ready with my footing. 

I replied, ‘‘ Not very, for I had lost it two or three times 
when coming up.” He laughed and replied, that I should lose 
it altogether ‘before I went down ; and that I must hand it out. 

« Hand out my footing,” said I, puzzled, and appealing to 
the midshipman, ‘‘ What dees he mean i r’ *‘* He means that 
you must fork out a seven shilling bit.”” [I was just as wise as 
ever, and stared very much; when Mr. Jenkins desired the 
other men to get half a fea foxes and make a_ spread eagle 
of me, unless he had his parkisite. I never should have found 
out Ww hat it all meant, had not the midshipman, who laughed 
till he cried, at last informed me that it was the custom to give 
the men something to drink the first time that I came aloft, and 
that, if I did not, ‘they would tie m e up to the rigging. 

Havi ing no money in my pocket, I promised to pay them as 
soon as I went below ; ; but Mr. Jenkins would not trust me. 
I then became very angry, and inquired of him “if he doubt- 
ed my honour.” He replied, ‘“‘ Not in the least, but that he 
must have the seven shillings before [ went below.” « “Why, 
Sir,” said I, ‘do you know who you are speaking to? Tam ar. 
officer and a gentleman. Do vouknow who my grandfather is?” 
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OQ yes,” replied he, ‘ very well.” 

“ Then, who is he, Sir?” replied I very angrily. 

“ Who is he! w hy he’s the Lord knows who.” 

“No,” replied I, “that’s not his name; he is Lord Privi- 
lege.” (I was very much surprised that he knew that my 
grandfather was a Lord.) ‘And do you suppose,” continued 
I, “that I would forfeit the honour of my family for a paltry 
seven shillings 7” 

This observation of mine, and a promise on the part of the 
midshipman, who said he would be bail for me, satisfied Mr. 
Jenkins, and he allowed me to go down the rigging. I went 
to my chest, and paid the seven ’ shillings to one of the topmen 
who followed me, and then went up on the main-deck, to 
learn as much as I could of my profession. I asked a great 
many questions of the midshipmen relative to the guns, and 
they crowded round me to answer them. One told me they 
were called the frigate’s teeth, because they stopped the French- 
man’s jaw. Another midshipman said that he had been so of- 
ten in action that he was called the Fire-eater. I asked him 
how it was that he escaped being killed. He replied that he 
always made it a rule, upon the first cannon ball coming 
through the ship’s side, to put his head into the hole which it 
had made; as, by a calculation made by Professor Innman, 
the odds were 32,647 and some decimals to boot, that another 
ball would not come in at the same hole. That’s what I nev- 
er should have thought of. 

Now that I have been on board about a month, I find that 
my life is not disagreeable. I don’t smell the pitch and tar, 
and I can get into my hammock without tumbling out on the 
other side. My messmates are good-tempered, although they 
laugh at me very much; but I must say that they are not very 
nice in their ideas of honour. They appear to consider that 
to take you inis a capital joke ; and that because they laugh 
at the time they are cheating you, it then becomes no cheat- 
ing at all. Now I cannot think otherwise than that cheating 
is cheating, and that a person is not a bit more honest because 
he laughs at you in the bargain. A few days after I came on 
board, T purchased some tarts of the bumboat woman, as she 
is called; I wished to pay for them, but she had no change, 
and very civilly told me she would&trust me. She opened a 
narrow book, and said that she would open an account with 
me, and I could pay her when I thought proper. To this ar- 
rangement [ had no objection, and I sent up for different things 
until I thought that my account must have amounted to eleven 
or twelve shillings. As I promised my father that I never 
would run in debt, I considered that it was then time that it 
should be settled. When I asked for it, what was my surprise 
to find that it amounted to 2/. 14s. 6d. I declared that it was 
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impossible, and requested that she would allow me to look at 
the items, when I[ found that I was booked for at least three 
or four dozen tarts every day, ordered by the young gentlemen 
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“to be put down to Mr. Simple’s account.” I was very much 
shocked, not only at the sum of money which I had to pay, 
but also at the want of honesty on the part of my messmates ; 
but when I complained of it in the berth, they all laughed at me. 

At last one of them said, ‘ Peter, tell the truth; did not 
your father caution you not to run in debt ?” 

“Yes, he did,” replied I. 

“T know that very well,” replied he: ‘all fathers do the 
same when their sons leave them; it’s a matter of course.— 
Now observe, Peter; it is out of regard to you, that your 
messmates have been eating tarts at your expense. You dis- 
obeyed your father’s injunctions before you had been a month 
from home; and it is to give you a lesson that may be useful 
in after life, that they have considered it their duty to order the 
tarts. I trust that it will not be thrown away upon you. Go 
to the woman and pay your bill, and never run up another.” 

“ That I certainly shall not,” replied I; and as I could not 
prove who ordered the tarts, and did not think it fair that the 
woman should lose her money, [ went up and paid the bill, 
with a determination never to open an account with any body 
again. 

But this left my pocket quite empty, so I wrote to my father, 
stating the whole transaction, and the consequent state of my 
finances. My father, in his answer, observed that whatever 
might have been their motives, my messmates had done me a 
friendly act; and that as I had lost my money by my own care- 
lessness, I must not expect that he would’allow me any more 
pocket money. But my mother, who added a postscript to 
his letter, slipped in a five-pout id note, and I do believe that 
it was with my father’s sanction, although he pretended to be 
very angry at my forgetting his injunctions. This timely re- 
lief made me quite comfortable again. What a pleasure it is 
to receive a letter from one’s friends when far away, especial- 
ly when there is some money in it! 

A few days before this, Mr. Falcon the first lieutenant, or- 
dered me to put on my side-arms to go away on duty. I re- 
plied, that I had neither dirk or cocked hat, although I had 
applied for them. He laughed at my story, and sent me on 
shore with the master, w ho bought them ; and the first lieuten- 
ant sent up the bill to my father, who paid it, and wrote to 
thank him for his trouble. That morning the first lieutenant 
said to me, ‘‘ Now, Mr. Simple we’ll take the shine off that 
cocked hat and dirk of yours. You will go in the boat with 
Mr. O’Brien, and take care that none of the men slip away 
from it, and get drunk at the tap.” 
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This was the first time that I had ever been sent away on 
duty, and I was very proud of being an officer in charge. I 
put on my full uniform, and was ready at the gangway a quar- 
ter of an hour before the men were piped away. We were 
ordered to the dock-yard to draw sea stores. When we ar- 
rived there, I was quite astonished at the piles of timber, the 
ranges of storehouses, and the immense anchors which lay on 
the wharf. There was such a bustle, every body appeared to 
be so busy, that I wanted to look every way at once. Close 
to where the boat landed, they were hauling a large frigate 
out of what they called the basin; and I was so interested 
with the sight, that I am sorry to say I quite forgot all about 
the boat’s crew, and my orders to look after them. What 
surprised me most was, that although the men employed ap- 
peared to be sailors, their language was very different from 
what I had been lately accustomed to on board of the frigate. 
Instead of damning and swearing, every body was so polite. 
“QOblige me with a pull of the starboard bow hawser, Mr. 
Jones.’’—*‘‘ Ease off the larboard hawser, Mr. Jenkins, if you 
please.’”’—‘‘ Side her over gentlemen, side her over.’’—‘‘ M 
compliments to Mr. Tompkins, and request that he will cast 
off the quarter check. Side her over, gentlemen, side her 
over, if you please.”—‘‘In the boat there, pull to Mr. Sim- 
mons, and beg he’ll do me the favor to check her as she 
swings. What’s the matter, Mr. Johnson ?’—* Vy, there’s 
one of them ere midshipmites has thrown a red hot tater out 
of the stern-port, and hit our officer in the eye.’’—*‘ Report 
him to the commissioner, Mr. Wiggins; and oblige me by 
under-running the guess-warp. Tell Mr. Simkins, with my 
compliments, to coil away upon the jetty. Side her over, side 
her over, gentlemen, if you please.” 

I asked of a bystander who these people were, and he told 
me that they were dock-yard mateys. I certainly thought that 
it appeared to be quite as easy to say, ‘‘If you please,” as 
«“ D—n your eyes,” and that it sounded much more agreeable. 

During the time that I was looking at the frigate being haul- 
ed out, two of the men belonging to the boat slipped away, 
and on my return they were not to be seen. IJ was very much 
frightened, for I knew that I had neglected my duty, and that 
on the first occasion on which I had been intrusted with a 
responsible service. What to doI did not know. I ran up 
and down every part of the dock-yard. until I was quite out 
of breath, asking every body I met whether they had seen 
my two men. Many of them said they had seen plenty of 
men, but did not exactly know mine; some laughed, and call- 
ed me a greenhorn. At last 1 met a midshipman, who told 
me that he had seen two men answering to my description on 
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quick if I wished to catch them; but he would not stop to 
answer any more questions. I continued walking about the 
yard until I met twenty or thirty men with grey jackets and 
breeches, to whom I applied for information; they told me 
that they had seen two sailors skulking behind the piles of 
timber. They crowded round me, and appeared very anxious 
to assist me, when they were summoned away to carry down 
acable. I observed that they all had numbers on their jack- 
ets, and either one or two bright iron rings on their legs. I 
could not help inquiring, although I was in such a hurry, why 
the rings were worn. One of them replied that they were or- 
ders of merit, given to them for their good behaviour. 

I was proceeding on very disconsolate, when, as I turned a 
corner, to my great delight | met my two men, who touched 
their hats and said that they had been looking for me. I did 
not believe that they told the truth, but I was so glad to re- 
eover them that I did not scold, but went with them down to 
the boat, which had been waiting some time for us. O’Brien, 
the master’s mate, called me a young sculpin, a word I never 
heard before. When we arrived on board, the first lieutenant 
asked O’Brien why he had remained so long. He answered 
that two of the men had left the boat, but that I had found 
them. The first lieutenant appeared to be pleased with me, 
observing, as he had said before, that I was no fool, and I went 
down overjoyed at my good fortune, and very much 
obliged to O’ Brien for not telling the whole truth. After I 
had ‘taken off my dirk and cocked hat, I felt for my pocket 
handkerchief, and found it was not in my pocket, having 
in all probability been taken out by the men in grey jackets, 
who, in conversation with my messmates, I discovered to be con- 
victs condemned to hard labour for stealing and picking pockets. 

A day or two afterwards, we had a new messmate of the 
name of M’Foy. Iwas on the quarter-deck when he came 
on board, and presented a letter to the captain, inquiring first 
if his name was ‘‘ Captain Sauvage.” He was a florid young 
man nearly six feet high, with sandy hair, yet very good look- 
ing. As his career in ‘the service was very short, I ‘will tell at 
once what I did not find out till some time afterwards. The 
captain had agreed to receive him to oblige a brother officer, 
who had retired from the service, and lived in the Highlands 
of Scotland. The first notice which the captain had of the ar- 
rival of Mr. M‘Foy, was from a letter written to him by the 
young man’s uncle. This amused him so much, that he gave 
it to the first lieutenant to read. It ran as follows :-— 


*« Glasgow, April 25th, 1——. 
«Sir: 
‘*Our much esteemed and mutual friend, Captain M‘Alpine, 
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having communicated by letter, dated the 14th inst., your kind 
intentions relative to my nephew Sholto M’Foy, (for which 
you will be pleased to accept my best thanks,) I write to ac- 
quaint you that he is now on his way to join your ship the 
Diomede, and will arrive, God willing, twenty-six hours after 
the receipt of this letter. 

‘‘As [ have been given to understand by those who have 
some acquaintance with the service of the King, that his equip- 
ment as an officer will be somewhat expensive, I have con- 
sidered it but fair te ease your mind as to any responsibility on 
that score, and have therefore enclosed the half of a Bank of 
England note for ten pounds sterling, No. 3752, the other 
half of which will be duly forwarded in a frank promised to 
me the day after to-morrow. I beg you will make the neces- 
sary purchases, and apply the balance, should there be any, to 
his mess account, or any other expenses which you may con- 
sider warrantable or justifiable. 

It is at the same time proper to inform you, that Sholto had 
ten shillings in his pocket at the time of his leaving Glasgow ; 
the satisfactory expenditure of which I have no doubt you 
will inquire into, as it is a large sum to be placed at the dis- 
cretion of a youth only fourteen years and five monthsold. I 
mention his age, as Sholto is so tall that you might be deceiv- 
ed by his appearance, and be induced to trust to his prudence 
in affairs of this serious nature. Should he at any time re- 
quire further assistance beyond his pay, which I am told is ex- 
tremely handsome to all king’s officers, I beg you to consider 
that any draft of yours, at ten days’ sight, to the amount of 
five pounds sterling English, will be duly honoured by the firm 
of Monteith, M’Killop, and Company of Glasgow. Sir, with 
many thanks for your kindness and consideration, 

“‘T remain your most obedient, 
‘© Water Monreiru.” 


The letter brought on board by M’Foy was to prove his iden- 
tity. While the captain read it, M’Foy stared about him like 
a wild stag. The captain welcomed him to the ship, asked 
him one or two questions, introduced him to the first lieuten- 
ant, and then went on shore. The first lieutenant had asked 
me to dine in the gun-room ; I supposed that he was pleased 
with me because [ had found the men; and when the captain 
pulled on shore, he also invited Mr. M’Foy, when the follow- 
ing conversation took place. 

‘Well, Mr. M’Foy, you have had along journey; I pre- 
sume it is the first that you have ever made.” 

‘Indeed is it, Sir.’ replied M’Foy, ‘‘and sorely I’ve been pes- 
tered. Had I minded all they whispered in my lug as I came 
along, I had need been made of money—sax-pence here, sax- 
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pence there, sax-pence every where. Sich extortion I ne’er 
dreamt of?” 

‘‘ How did you come from Glasgow ?”’ 

‘‘ By the wheel-boat or steam-boat, as they ca’d it, to Lun- 
non; where they charged me sax-pence for taking my baggage 
on shore—a wee boxy nae bigger than yon cocked up hat. I 
would fain carry it mysel’, but they wadna let me.” 

‘Well, where did you go to when you arrived in London?” 

“T went to a place ca’d Chichester Rents, to the house of 
Storm and Mainwearing, Warehousemen, and they must have 
anither sax-pence for showing me the way. There I waited 
half-an-hour in the counting- -house, till they took me toa place 

ca’d Bull and Mouth, and put me into a coach, paying my 
whole fare ; nevertheless they must din me for money the whole 
of the way down. There was first the guard, and then the 
coachman, and another guard, and another coachman; but I 
wudna listen to them, and so they growled and abused me.” 

‘* And when did you arrive ?” 

“I came here last night; and I only had a bed and a break- 
fast at the twa Blue Pillars’ house, for which they extortioned 
me three shillings and sax-pence, asI sit here. And then there 
was the chambermaid hussy and waiter loon axed me to re- 
member them, and wanted more siller; but I told them, as I told 
the guard and coachman, that I had none for them.” 

‘‘ How much of your ten shillings have you left?” inquired 
the first lieutenant, smiling. 

‘ Hoot ! sir lieutenant, how came you forto ken that? Eh! 
it’s my uncle Monteith at Glasgow. Why, asI sit here, I’ve 
but three shillings and a penny of it left. But there’s a smell 
here that’s no canny; so I just go up again into the fresh air.” 

When Mr. M’Foy quitted the gun-room, they all laughed 
very much. After he had been a short time on deck, he went 
down into the midshipmen’s berth; but he made himself very 
unpleasant, quarrelling and wrangling with every body. It did 
not, however, last very long; for he would not obey any orders 
that were given to him. On the third day, he quitted the ship 
without asking the permission of the first lieutenant ; when he 
returned on board the following day, the first lieutenant put him 
under an arrest, and in charge of the sentry at the cabin door. 
During the afternoon I was under the half-deck, and _perceiv- 
ed that he was sharpening a long clasp knife upon the after 
truck of the gun. I went up to him, and asked him why he was 
doing so, and he replied, as his eyes flashed fire, that it was to re- 
venge the insult offered to the bluid of M’Foy. His look told 
me that he was in earnest. ‘‘ But what do you mean ?” inquired 
I. “I mean, said he, drawing the edge and feeling the point of 
his weapon, ‘to put into the wheam of that man with the 
gold podge on his shoulder, who has dared to place me here.” 
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I was very much alarmed, and thought it my duty to state his 
murderous intentions, or worse might happen; so I walked up 
on deck and told the first lieutenant what M’Foy was intend- 
ing to do, and how his life was in danger. Mr. Falcon laugh- 
ed, and shortly afterwards went down on the main-deck.— 
M’Foy’s eyes glistened, and he walked forward to where the 
first lieutenant was standing; but the sentry who had been 
cautioned by me, kept him back with his bayonet. The first 
lieutenant turned round, and perceiving what was going on, 
desired the sentry to see if Mr. M’Foy hada knife in his hand; 
and he had it sure enough, open and held behind his back.— 
He was disarmed, and the first lieutenant, perceiving that the 
lad meant mischief, reported his conduct to the captain, on his 
arrival on board. The captain sent for M’Foy, who was very 
obstinate, and when taxed with his intention would not deny 
it, or even say that he would not again attempt it; so he was 
sent on shore immediately, and returned to his friends in the 
Highlands. We never saw any more of him; but I heard 
that he obtained a commission in the army, and three months 
after he had joined his regiment, was killed in a duel, resent- 
ing some fancied affront offered to the bluid of M’Foy. 








FOR THE MILITARY AND NAVAL MAGAZINE. 
MILITARY AND NAVAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY. 


Mr. Eprror :—Having observed in the late nnmbers of the 
Military and Naval Magazine, some movements towards the 
formation of a Provident Society, | send you for publication, 
a copy of the proceedings of the officers of the Army at the 
seat of Government, ata meeting held in 1828, which may 
perhaps shed some light on the subject, and assist in the fu- 
ture discussion of it. 

I would especially commend those proceedings to the wri- 
ter* of the ‘hints for a Military and Naval Provident Society,” 
which appeared in July. He will find that the subject is not 
to be disposed of by hasty assumptions of round numbers.— 
There must be correct data established, to lead to fair and just 
conclusions, and above all, the average duration of the annu- 


*Our correspondent ‘‘ Covington” has overlooked the circumstance, that 
the “hints” in the July number were published editorially. Want of room 
compels us to defer the observations we feel disposed to make, until the 
next number.— Editor. 
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ities contemplated, must not be entirely lost sight of. If he 
will take the trouble to carry out his calculations, on his own 
data, he will, probably, be startled at the result of his scheme; 
for, instead of the regular interest together with the annual 
subscriptions, enabling the society, (as he says,) to pay forever 
to the families of those entitled to the benefits of the institu- 
tion, the rates of annuities specified, its whole resources will 
be exhausted, in less than five years from the commencement 
of those annuities. To show its utter impracticability, it is suffi- 
cient merely to look at the maximum demand, which would be 
created, upon the funds of the proposed society, and this may 
be counted in a moment. 

The average number of deaths annually, is estimated by the 
writer of the’ ‘‘hints,”’ at one in fifty, which, on an aggregate 
of 2,000, would give 40 cases per annum, to be prov ided for ; : 
But he begins with 43 cases, which form a charge, in the first 
year, of $20,650. If the average duration of the annuities be 
20 years, as has been estimated elsewhere, the maximum de- 
mand, at the end of that time, would be $413,000 annually. 
But supposing the average duration be reduced. to 15 years, 
which it is believed could not be done with safety, then the 
maximum demand would be $309,750 annually. Nowif cith- 
er of those enormous sums can be realized from the proposed 
contributions and the interest accruing on the surplus capital, 
it must be on some new principle of compound interest not 
generally known. 

But it is not my purpose to review the scheme suggested by 
the ‘“‘ hints,’ though, if 1 were called upon to pass upon its 
merits, I should take exception to many of its ‘ general de- 
tails,’”’ with which the officers at Hancock Barracks, have been 
so ‘‘ forcibly struck.” 

I cannot but think that the legitimate objects of such an as- 
sociation have been widely misapprehended. It has entered 
into the contemplation of most of the plans which have been 
proposed, from time to time, to make provision for voluntary 
resignations and for disbandments under the operation of law.— 
Now, the first class can have no claim whatever, upon a socie- 
ty orginating in benevolence, and as to the second, a sufficient 
objection is found in the fact, that a single act of legislation 
miglit create more pensioners than it w ould leave contributors. 
But it is worse than idle to contemplate provisions for such 
subjects, when there is too much reason to fear, that the high- 
est rate of contribution that can possibly be attained, would 
fall short of an adequate provision for the widows and orphans 
alone. Let us then rather confine our efforts to alleviating the 
distress ofthis latter class, whose pre-eminent claims upon our 
attention, are recognised by all. 

COVINGTON. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


Of a Meeting of the Officers of the Army, present at the Seat of Govern- 
ment, for the purpose of creating a Fund for the support of the 


WIDOWS AND ORPHANS OF THE OFFICERS, 
Who may die in the Service, ete. 


At a meeting of the officers of the army, present at the City 
of Washington, held in the office of the General in Chief, on 
the evening of the 25th of October, 1828, to take into consid- 
eration the propriety of making some provision for the main- 
tenance of the widows and orphans of such of the officers as 
may die in the service, and to review the forlorn and destitute 
condition of many of their brother officers, who, after having 
served their country with zeal and fidelity, have been, by the 
operation of law, deprived of their appointments and emolu- 
ments; and likewise of the condition of those, who, from ad- 
vanced age and infirmities, might wish to retire from the ser- 
vice to seek repose in private life, as set forth in the printed 
circular of the 16th February, 1825, addressed to the officers 
of the army of the United States, the following gentlemen were 
present, namely :— 


Major Gen. MACOMB, Commanding the Army, 
Brig. Gen. GIBSON, Comiss’y Gen. of Subsistence, 
Col. JONES, Adjutant General, 

Col. HOUSE, Artillery, 

Col. GRATIOT, Engineers, 

Col. TOWSON, Paymaster General, 

Lieut. Col. BANKHEAD, Artillery, 

Major BENDER, Quarter Master’s Department, 
Major PAYNE, Artillery, 

Major WADE, Ordnance Department, 

Major CROSS, Quarter Master’s Department, 
Capt. T. F. HUNT, Infantry, 

Capt. GARDNER, Quarter Master’s Department, 
Capt. T. HUNT, Infantry, 

Capt. LYON, Artillery, 

Lieut. SY MINGTON, Ordnance Department, 
Lieut. DAVIDSON, Artillery, 

Lieut. BOYCE, A. D. Camp, 

Lieut. C. GRAHAM, Artillery, 

Lieut. MORDECAI, Engineers. 


Major General Macomb was called to the chair and Captain 
Gardner appointed Secretary, and after a considerable discus- 
sion it was finally determined to refer the subject to a commit- 
tee, consisting of Col. Towson, Col. Jones, Col. Gratiot, Ma- 
jor Wade, and Major Cross, to report at a future meeting.— 
On Saturday, the 8th November, 1828, an adjourned meeting 
took place, when the committee made the following report:— 
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« The committee appointed to report to this meeting, the 
project of a society for raising a fund by contribution, “to be 
graduated by a per centage on the pay proper, of such officers 
of the Army as shall become members thereof, to be applied 
in paying annually to the widows and orphans of such as may 
die members, one half of the amount of pay to which the rank 
of the officer is entitled, to be continued to the widows during 
life, unless they shall again marry, and in such case, to the or- 
phan children until they respectively attain the age of 21 years; 
also for the payment of half pay for seven years, to such mem- 
bers as shall be disbanded after having served in the Army 20 
years, and half pay for 5 years to such members as shall resign 
after having served in the army 25 years; having given to the 
subject as much consideration as the limited time and their of- 
ficial duties would permit, and having availed themselves of all 
the information which the records of the army, and other sour- 
ces within their reach furnish, respectfully submit the following 


REPORT: 


The committee have assumed 10 per cent. per annum for 4 
years, and 5 per cent. per annum thereafter, on pay proper, as 
the maximum rate of contribution, believing that the conveni- 
ence, not to say wants, of officers will not permit a higher rate. 

Supposing each officer to become a member, the amount to 
be taxed will be $243,752, and will produce, for the first 4 
years, at the above rate of assessment, an annual revenue, by 
contribution, of $24,375,20-100 ; and each subsequent year, a 
revenue of $14,227,60-100. If the amount to be taxed after 
the expiration of 4 years remain the same, and the assessment 
be reduced to 5 per cent. on all, it is evident that the product 
would he just half the sum given by 10 per cent; but as the 
deaths and resignations every four years, estimating the future 
by the past, will create 136 vacancies to be filled by 2d Lieu- 
tenants, each contributing 10 per cent. instead of 5, for the 
first 4 years after appointment, the contributions, instead of 
being $12,187,60-100, will be the sum stated. To which is 
to be added the interest accruing, from the investment of sur- 
plus funds, at 4 per cent. per annum, which is believed to be 
the highest rate they will yield, if security of investinents and 
unavoidable delay in making them are duly considered. 

To determine the probable amount to be paid annually out 
of this fund, in carrying your benevolent intentions into opera- 
tion, recourse has been had to the register of the army, since 
the reduction in 1821, a period of 7 years and four months, 
which shews the deaths, within that time, to have been 98, 
and the resignations 149, making the average deaths annually 
very near 13 1-3, and resignations 20 1-3. It is assumed that 








a 
a 











PROVIDENT SOCIETY. 177 


the deaths and resignations, will be in the same proportion 
hereafter, and that, of the officers who shall die members, one 
half will leave families entitled to the benefits of the institu- 
tion. This may be thought too large a proportion, but when 
it is considered, that deaths are more frequent among the mar- 
ried officers, in consequence of greater age, than among the 
single, and that a greater proportion of the former are likely 
to become members, it is believed, that it would not be safe to 
found calculations ona less number than 7 cases annually, 
which is accordingly assumed for the purpose of calculations. 

In consequence of the uncertainty of the grades, which 
must regulate the rate of pensions, the committee have found- 
ed their estimates on the average rate of pay of officers, which 
is very near $450 per annum, making the average rate of pen- 
sions $225 per annum. 

To determine the probable duration of pensions to widows 
and orphans, the first class to be provided for, recourse has 
been had to the calculations on which the Pennsylvania life 
insurance company insures lives, and grants annuities, from 
which the following data were obtained :— 


Persons 21 years of age will probably continue to live 28 years. 


Do 25 do do 26 
Do 30 do do 234 
Do 35 do do 214 
Do 40 do do 20 
Do 45 do do 18} 
Do _ 50 do do 17 
Average 224 


It is believed that the pensions of nearly all the widows will 
commence at periods of lite between 21 and 50 years, which, 
according to the foregoing table makes 22 1-2 years the average 
continuance of life; but as it is probable the fund will be re- 
lieved by marriage, in which case the pension of the widow 
ceases, the committee have deducted 2 1-2 years, and assum- 
ed 20 as the probable average duration of pensions of this 
class. It is true that, notwithstanding the marriage of the 
widow, the pension may be prolonged beyond the time assum- 
ed, by the orphans who are under one year, or who may not 
be born until after the death of the father; but it is believed 
that these, as well as the 2 1-2 years deducted, will be counter- 
balanced by the cases in which there are no children, or where 
the children have attained the age of 21 before the marriage of 
the widow. 

Presuming then, that all officers of the army will become 
members and contribute 10 percent of their pay proper for the 
first 4 years, and 5 per cent. thereafter; that the surplus funds 
will be invested at the end of each year, in stock yielding 4 
per cent. interest; that the number of pensions granted to 
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widows and orphans annually, will be 7, and that they will be 
continued on an average 20 years, the committee have pro- 
ceeded to calculate what would be the state of the fund at that 
time, supposing it to be applied to the payment of that descrip- 
tion of pensioners only ; and they Leg leave to submit the ac- 
companying table as the result, and request that it be consid- 
ered part of their report. 

From this table it will be seen, that the fund will increase, 
but in a diminished ratio, until the 13th year, when the receipts 
will be $19,669, 10-100, and the disbursements $19,687, 50- 
100; from that time the capital diminishes in the proportion 
that the expenditures increase, which will be in an arithmetical 
progression of the average annual number of cases. At the 
termination of 20 years, the pensions of this class will have 
attained their maximum, which, according to the table is 140, 
amounting to $31,500, and which, agreeably to the project, 
must continue thereafter, a constant annual demand, while the 
annual income, at that time, is very little more than one half 
that sum, and, as before stated, will continue to decrease until 
the twenty-sixth year, during which the capital will be con- 
sumed, and at the end thereof the institution will be minus 
$3,115, 48-100. 

If the data assumed by the committee be just, and their cal- 
culations correct, it follows, that it will be impracticable to 
give the contemplated pensions to the widows and orphans alone, 
without levying a higher contribution on members of the in- 
stitution, than your committee believe has ever been contem- 
plated, and much greater than they would be willing to re- 
commend. Such being the case, it was thought unnecessa- 
ry to calculate the probable number of pensions of the other 
classes, and the sums necessary to pay them, or to prepare an 
address to be signed by the officers for the purpose of obtain- 
ing an act of incorporation. 

Should the meeting think it advisable to give limited pen- 
sions to the widows and orphans of officers, the table submit- 
ed by the committee will show the period to which such pen- 
sions may be extended, with the means produced by a contri- 
bution of ten and five per cent.; andif it shall be thought de- 
sirable to include such officers as are disbanded and such as 
resign, the table will also show what farther limitation of the 
first class must be made to embrace the latter. 


(Signed) N. TOWSON, Chairman. 
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STATEMENT showing the operation of the proposed pension fund, predicated upon an assessment of 10 per cent. per annum, for four years; and 
of 5 per cent. per annum thereafter, and wpon the basis of restricting the pensions, to the relief of widows and orphans alone. 








INCOME OF EACH YEAR. DEMANDS OF EACH YEAR. EXCESS IN EACH YEAR, | Balance on | amt. withdrawn Amount re~- 
hand at the |from the balance] MalIning’ to 
2 ‘ each yr. to meet aay 

ofr lend of each current demands be Inv ested 

Income.|Of Demands. year. of the next year.| at the end 


of each y’r. 





Amt. of Pen- 
sions, 


Year 


Derived from) Derived from Total. 


: Number of Pensioners. 
assessments.} interest. = 











24,375 20 943 50 | 24,375 20 7 av’g 6mos. each, 787 50 | 23,587 70 | 23,537 23,587 70 
24,375 20 | 1,861 75 | 25,318 70 dodo & 7lyr.| 2.362 50 | 22,956 20 | 46,543 46,543 90 
24,375 20 | 2,753 73 | 26,236 95 do 14 do| 3,937 50 | 22,299 45 | 63,843 68,843 35 
24,375 20 | 3,618 39 | 27,123 93 do 21 do 5,512 50 | 21,616 45 | 99,459 90,459 78 
14,227 60 | 4,043 73 | 17,845 99 do 28 do 7,037 50 | 10,758 49 101,213 101,218 27 
14,227 60 | 4,433 23 | 18,276 33 do 35 do 8,662 50 | 9,613 83 | 110,832 110,832 10 
14,227 60 4,770 21 13,660 88 do 42 do 10,237 50 | 8,423 38 119,255 119,255 48 
14,227 60 | 5,057 63 | 18,997 81 do 49 do | 11,812 50 | 7,185 31 126,440 126,440 79 
14,227 60 | 5,264 14 | 19,235 23 do 56 do | 13,337 50 | 5,897 73 132,338 734 131,603 62 
14,227 60 | 5,332 31 | 19,491 74 do 63 do | 14,962 50 | 4,529 24 | 136,867 2.309 134,557 86 
14,227 60 | 5,442 21 | 19,609 91 do 70 do | 16,537 50 | 3,072 41 | 139,940 3,88 136,055 27 
14,227 60 | 5,441 50 | 19,669 81 do 77 do} 18,112 50 | 1,557 13 97 136 037 58 
14,227 60 | 5,377 76 | 19,669 10 do 84 do | 19,637 50 18 134,444 18 
14,227 60 | 5,248 48 | 19,605 36 do 91 do | 21,262 50 1,657 i) 131,212 04 
14,227 60 | 5,051 02 | 19,476 08 do 98 do | 22,837 50 3,361 136,460 : ; 126,275 62 
14,227 60 | 4,782 67 | 19,278 62 do 1% do | 24,412 50 5,133 88 | 131,326 6 sy 119,566 74 
14,227 60 | 4,440 58 | 19,010 27 do 112 do | 25,937 50 6,977 23 | 124,349 111,014 51 
14,227 60 | 4,021 80 | 18,663 18 do 119 do | 27,562 50 8,894 32 | 115,455 14,909 100,545 19 
14,227 60 | 3,523 28 | 18,249 40 

14,227 2,973 31 | 17,750 88 


do 126 do] 29,137 50 10,888 10 | 104,566 16,484 88,082 09 

do 133 do] 30,712 50 12,961 62 | 91,605 17,272 74,332 97 
14,227 2,401 35 | 17,200 91 for 1 year, 31,500 14,299 09 | 77,306 17,272 - 60,033 88 
14,227 1,806 51 | 16,623 95 || 1 do 31,500 14,871 05 | 62,435 23 | 17,272 45,162 83 
14,227 1,187 88 | 16,034 11 do 31,500 15,465 89 | 46,969 17,272 4: 29 696 94 
14,227 544 50 | 15,415 48 do 31,500 16,084 52 | 30,884 82 | 17,272 13,612 42 
14,227 14,772 10 do 31,500 16,727 90 | 14,156 92 | 14,156 
14,227 14,227 60 do 31,500 17,272 40 
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410,503 90,376 52 |500,884 52 | 504,000 —-{141,497 48| 144,612 96 {2,454,642 93] 19: 2,259,415 11 
































ater ow ae ones 


— motes eosrees , - 


SN tae a tag at nN ele cheat 


Set St ee 


pees tee sce Bag went smo: >» ~ oa 


= 


age 


> 


yee oo  keee eat rn te 





> arora 








180 PROVIDENT SOCIETY. 
RECAPITULATION. 
Total amount of income derived from contributions, $410,508 
Bo do accruing interest, 90,375 52 
Total amount, $500,884 52 
Deficiency of the fund at 26th year, 3,115 48 
Total amount of pensions, $504,000 


Washington, November 8th, 1828. 


Nores.—The seven pensioners of the first year, are supposed to com- 
mence at various dates, therefore an average of an half year each, is assum- 
ed. In the second year, these 7 become pensioners for a full year each, and 
seven new pensioners commence in the same manner as in the first year, 
and so on for future years. 

The last column exhibits the actual amount of interest-bearing stock, or 
surplus capital, at the end of each year. The preceding column shows 
the sums which have been subtracted from the balances on hand, to meet 
the payment of pensions in the next succeeding years in all cases where 
the annual assessments were insufficient for that purpose. 





The report of the committee was unanimously accepted by the 
meeting, whereupon the following further proceedings were had. 

That it be proposed to the officers of the Army— 

Ist. To permit a deduction to be made from their pay, for the 
purpose of providing a sum of ready money to be paid to the 
widows of such Officers as may die in the service, to meet the 
demands that may be made upon them at the decease of their 
husbands, and enable them to return to their friends. 

2d. That the sum be fixed at $900, in lieu of the annual al- 
lowance at first proposed, which it is found by the report of the 
committee, could not be continued without making too great a 
deduction from the pay of the Officers. 

3rd. That the following sums be deducted monthly: from 
the General and Field Officers and Officers of assimilated rank 
$2; from the Captains and Officers of assimilated rank $1; 
and from the Subalterns and Officers of assimilated rank, 50 
cents; which rate of contribution, if subscribed to by all the 
Officers of the army, will produce annually upwards of $6,300 
and allow the appropriation of 900 dollars to each widow, ad- 
mitting that there would be seven widows to be provided for 
annually. 

Ath. That a memorial be presented to Congress, requesting 
that honorable body to pass a law authorizing stoppages from 
the pay of the Officers of the army, according to the rate above 
stated, and to assume, on the part of Government, the payment 
to the widows of the sum herein stated, to be reimbursed out 
of the monies deducted from the Officers’ pay. 

It was finally resolved, that a committee consisting of Major 
General Macomb, and the highest Officer of each department 
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EXAMINATION OF MIDSHIPMEN. 1g] 


of the Staff, and of each arm of the service present at the seat 
of Government, be appointed, to make known these proceed- 
ings to the Officers of the army, and to request their assent 
thereto, in order that measures may be adopted to carry the in- 
tentions of this meeting into effect, provided it be approved by 
two thirds of the Officers composing the military peace establish- 
ment. 

Of the Officers composing the meeting the following subscrib- 
ed to the foregoing propositions—namely: 


ALEXANDER MACOMB, Major General, 

GEO. GIBSON, Br. Gen. Com. Gen. of Subsistence, 
NATHAN TOWSON, Pay-master General, 

ROGER JONES, Adjutant General, 

CHA’S. GRATIOT, Col. of tte Corps of Eng. and chief Eng. 
G. BOMFORD, Brev. Col. of Art’y. and Chief of the O. D. 
ISAAC ROBERDEAU, Lieut. Col. Top. Eng. 

GEO. BENDER, Major 5th Reg’t. of Infantry. 








EXAMINATION OF MIDSHIPMEN. 


Wasuincton D. C. Oct. 20th, 1833. 

Mr. Eprror:—I have been instructed to forward to you, the 
enclosed resolutions, adopted at a meeting of Passed Midship- 
men recently held at Norfolk Va., for the purpose therein stat- 
ed, with a request that as an act of justice to the injured feel- 
ings of a highly meritorious officer, you will give them an in- 
sertion in the November number of the Military and Naval 
Magazine. As the resolutions sufficiently explain themselves, 
they will require no comments from me, farther than to state, 
that the officers composing the meeting were induced to pursue 
this method of refuting an attempted calumny, not from any 
belief that it would add inthe least to the elevated standing of 
Mr. Rodriguez among his brother Officers, (for his enviable re- 
putation among them is too well established to be shaken by 
the shafts of envy or malice,) but to correct any erroneous im- 
pressions which may have been made upon the minds of others, 
particularly upon those in civil life who have the controul of 
his destinies as an Officer, and whose just appreciation of his 
merits caused him to be appointed to the arduous, delicate and 
responsible situation which he now fills, so much to the ad- 
vantage of the young Officers of the Navy, and through them to 
the interests and honor of his country. I also enclose to you 
the answer of Mr. Rodriguez to the committee appointed to 
wait upon him with a copy of the proceedings of the meeting. 

Respectfully &c. 
R. SEMMES. 
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182 EXAMINATION OF MIDSHIPMEN. 


At a meeting of Passed Midshipmen (all of whom have been examined 
by Sailing Master Rodriguez) heldat Norfolk, Va., October 15th, 1833, to 
take into consideration certain remarks in the 7th No. of the Naval and 
Military Magazine, under the signature of Logan, Charles H. Kennedy 
was called to the chair, andJ. R. Goldsborough appointed Secretary. 

The Chairman having announced the organization of the meeting, Raph- 
ael Semmes, Jr. submitted the following resolutions which were unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

Resolved—That we have seen with disapprobation and regret, the appear- 
ance of an article in the Military and Naval Magazine under the signature 
of “ Logan,” assailing the integrity of the present worthy and efficient 
Mathematical Examiner, under cover of the ostensible purpose of calling 
the attention of government to the institution of a Board of visiters to attend 
the Examinations of Midshipmen. 

Resolved—That in the opinion of this meeting, so much of the said ar- 
ticle, as relates to the expression of general discontent by the Passed Mid- 
shipmen of the last date, is unfounded in fact, and that the author of the 
said article is the only Officer in the service who has ever félt much less 
expressed such dissatisfaction. 

Resolved—That we collectively and individnally bear testimony to the 
uniformly correct and gentlemanly deportment of Sailing Master Rodriguez, 
to his capacity and skill as a teacher of the exact sciences, and to his honor 
and integrity, and strict impartiality in the discharge of all the duties in- 
cidental to his profession. 

On motion of Mr. Gibson it was 

Resolved—That a committee of three be appointed to present a copy of 
the above resolutions to Sailing Master Rodriguez, whereupon the follow- 
ing gentlemen were named by the chair:—R. Semmes, J. R. Goldsborough 
and A. Gibson. It was farther resolved by the meeting, that a copy be 
forwarded to the Editor of the Naval and Military Magazine for publica- 
tion. 

, CHARLES H. KENNEDY, Chairman. 

Joun R. GoitpsporovGen, Secretary. 


Gosporr Navy YArp, Oct. 15th, 1833. 

Allow me, gentlemen, to thank you for the copy of the resolutions of 
this day, which you have been so kind as to present to me; and let me beg 
you to present also my thanks to the Gentlemen composing the meeting 
who adopted them. 

To merit the approbation of our friends is one of the most desirable ob- 
jects in this life; but when after being conscious of having done our duty 
in the situation which Jot has assigned us, we find that our conduct and 
motives are well understood and appreciated by those whose opinion we 
value, it is impossible for human nature not to be gratified and proud. 

This is now my case, Gentlemen; and with every wish for your future 
happiness, 

I remain, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 
P. J. RODRIGUEZ, 
MEsspPs. 
RAPHAEL SEMMES, 
JOHN GOLDSBOROUGH, U.S. Navy. 
ALEXANDER GIBSON, 
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PAY OF SOLDIERS. 183 


PAY OF SOLDIERS. 


Mr. Eprror :—I beg leave to submit to your intelligent rea- 
ders the following expose of the pecuniary condition of the 
private soldiers of the U.S. Army. Who would believe, that 
in the present replete state of the treasury, with the National 
debt liquidated and the exultations of prosperity echoing from 
every quarter of the Union, the pay of our enlisted men was 
absolutely inadequate to the discharge of their immediate and 
indispensable expenses? Who would believe, that after the 
recent enactment of a bill by both Houses of Congress, under 
the imposing title ‘“‘ For improving the condition of the non-com- 
missioned officers and privates of the U. S. Army,’ the sol- 
dier at ‘pay day’ found his little pittance of six dollars swal- 
lowed by the following cormorantish items :— 


Washing per month 0 75 
Wear and tear of mess furniture per month, 0 25 
Pipe clay, rotten stone, crocus, &c. 0 25 
Entertaining visiting soldiers, 0 25 
Beer from sutler per month, 2 50 
Coffee per month, 0 75 
Contribution to making and preservation of seine, 0 25 


Contributions for paints, purchase of towels and other articles, 0 25 





$5 35 
Leaving a balance of 65 cents, which, with care, enables him 
at the end of ten years honorable service, to retire with sEVEN- 
TY TWO DOLLARS to the ofium cum dignitate of munificent re- 
tiracy. 
Can we ever, Mr. Editor, have an efficient Army under these 
circumstances? 


RemMARKS.—The private soldier is as much entitled to a hearing as the 
General officer, and he shall have one. But we will take the liberty to 
point out a few of what we conceive to be inaccuracies in his estimate of 
‘** immediate and indispensable expenses.”” Among them we find the large 
sum of $2,50 per month for Beer! we think this a very unnecessary and 
therefore useless expense. The first item (for washing) is put down too 
high by one third—50 cents is the established price at the garrisons. The 
second item (mess furniture) is found by the government, or from the post 
fund. The sixth item (coffee) is a component part of the ration. Admit- 
ing all the other items to be correct, there remain but two dollars, which 
upon his own statement, the soldier is called upon to pay per month for his 
support; but officers well informed on the subject assert that one dollar per 
month will purchase every necessary. The item for making and preserva- 
tion of seine does not properly belong to the list of expenses: if the situa- 
tion of the soldier be favorable for catching fish, he of course uses it as 
food and saves his rations of meat on those days, which certainly amounts 
to more than the cost and repair of the seine. 
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184 PAY OF SOLDIERS. 


‘Entertaining visiting soldiers’ seems to be another expense by no means 
‘ indispensable,’ and ought to be abolished by general consent. 

But no mention is made of the surplus provisions and flour saved in serv- 
ing out the rations, (equal to one fifth) which is re-bought by the Govern- 
ment and enables the soldier to procure some other articles in lieu, or receive 
the money if he prefers it. 

To the question with which the foregoing communication concludes, we 
answer—No! ‘‘ under these circumstances,” especially if every soldier ex- 
pends $2 50 a month for beer or liquor; but with prudence and temperance 
the soldier may lay up $50 a year, and we shall have moreover “‘ an effi- 
cient army.” —Editor.] 








Sartor’s Snue Harsor.—This interesting Institution was 
opened for the reception of ‘‘ old worn out and infirm seamen,” 
on Thursday, the first of August, with appropriate religious ser- 
vices, in the presence of the Trustees, the Reverend Clergy of 
Staten Island, and a number of persons residing in the neigh- 
borhood. The centre building of the contemplated edifice is 
completed, and will accommodate about 200 beneficiaries 
with convenience: but at present the number is limited to fifty, 
for whom the actual income will amply provide, though it is 
confidently expected that it will increase commensurate with 
the suttable subjects to be supported. The exercises in the 
large hall commenced at noon, with prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Van Pelt of Staten Island, an address to the Sailors by Dr. 
Philips of this city, ex-officio one of the Trustees of the insti- 
tution, and were concluded by prayer from the Rev Mr. Mil- 
ler, Pastor of the church at the quarantine ground. The in- 
mates of the establishment afterwards sat down to their first din- 
ner in the great dining hall; and as long as they conform to the 
wholesome rules adopted by the Trustees, they will be provid- 
ed with every thing necessary for their comfort and happiness. 

[N. ¥. Gazette. 


Joun Pavt Jones.—The sailing master on board the Bon 
Homme Richard, commanded by the celebrated Paul Jones, is 
now living at, Brooklyn, L. I., aged about seventy-eight years. 
His name is George Raymond, who, for many years previous 
to 1808, was commander of the merchant ship Citizen. Cap- 
tain Raymond had beentwo voyages to India, previous to en- 
listing under Paul Jones, when he was but 19 years old. He 
is a native of Norwalk, Connecticut. 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS. 


LIST OF THE U. 8. TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS, 
AND THEIR PRESENT DUTIES. 


Lieut: Col: J. J. Abert, Chief of the Bureau. 
Lieutenant George D. Ramsay, Ist Reg’t Art’ 
Lieutenant Alexander D. Mackay, Ist ‘“ ‘“ 
Lieut: Col: J. Anderson, engaged on a survey of the shores of Lakes 
Huron and Michigan. 

Lieutenant 8S. P. Heintzleman, 5th Reg’t Inf’y 

do. Benjamin Poole, 3d“ Art’y Assistants. 

do. A. M. Lea, 7th “« Inf?y, 

Lieut: Col: J. Kearney, charged with the construction of the Bridge 
across the Potomac, at Washington City. 

Lieutenant J. M. Berrien, 5th Reg’t Inf’y, 

do E. M. White, 3d “* 
do W. Hood, 4th * 

George W. Hughes, Civil Engineer, 

Lieut: Col: 8. H. Long, on furlough. 

Lieut: Col: P. H. Perrault, waiting orders. 

Major Hartman Hache, at Philadelphia, preparing maps and reports of 
surveys fora Rail Road from Williamsport, Penn. to Elmira, N. Y., and 
of the harbors of Plattsburg and Port Kent, N. Y. and Burlington Bey, Vt. 

Lieutenant George W. Ward, 2d Reg’t, Art’y. assistant. 

Captain W. G. McNeill, engaged on the survey of Throg’s Point, East 
River, for the military defences of New York. 

Lieutenant George W. Whistler, 2d Reg’t. Art’y, + 

do Augustus Canfield, 4th do rity Astiaats. 

Captain James D. Graham, engaged on asurvey for the military defences 
of Cape Cod and vicinity. 

Lieutenant J. F. Izard, 2d Reg’t. Inf’y, 

do T.J.Lee, 4th do Art’y, > Assistants. 
do J.N. Macomb, 4th do do 

Captain William Turnbull, charged with the construction of the Potomac 
Aqueduct, at Georgetown, D. C. 

Lieutenant M. C. Ewing, 4th Reg’t. Art’y, Assistant. 

Captain W. H. Swift, engaged in the survey of the Coast. 

Lieutenant W. G. Williams, 7th Reg’t Inf’y, engaged at Washington in 
preparing maps and reports of his survey ofa Canal route from Mobile Bay 
(Ala.) to Pensacola Bay, (Flo.) 

Lieutenant Thomas F. Drayton, 6th Reg’t. Inf’y, " 

do rt. ua ka ie —— 

Lieutenant A. J. Center, 5th Reg’t. Inf’y, engaged on the survey of the 
Military Road from Fort Howard, Green Bay, to Chicago; and from Fort 
Howard to Fort Crawford, Prairie du Chien, Michigan. 

Lieutenant John Mackay, 3d Reg’t. Art’y, engaged ona survey of the 
Savannah River, Georgia. 


y: Assistants. 
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LIST OF CIVIL AND ASSISTANT CIVIL ENGINEERS, 
under the orders of the Topographical Bureau. 

William Howard, engaged at Baltimore in preparing maps and reports of 
a survey of a Road from the vicinity of Memphis to White River, in Ar- 
kansas Territory, and the survey of the Monongahela River. Assisted by 
Charles N. Hagner. 

DeWitt Clinton, engaged at New York, in making a report of a recon- 
naissance of a Rail Road over the southern part of Vermont. 

George W. Hughes, Assistant to Lieut: Col: Kearney. 

Howard Stansbury, charged with the survey of the Mad River and 
Lake Erie Rail Road. 


W. B. Guion, engaged on a survey ofa Rail Road from Pearl River to 
Yazoo River, state of Mississippi. 
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186 THE ARMY. 


ORDER, HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
No. 91 ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
a Washington, October 16th, 1833. 
Tue following Regulation has been received from the War Department, 

and is published for general information:— 


DEPARTMENT OF WAR, October 15th, 1833. 

At Garrisons, Posts and Stations where a suitable Hospital Steward can- 
not be obtained from the command, the Surgeon or Assistant Surgeon is au- 
thorized to enlist a man for the purpose , who will be permanently attached 
to the Hospital and will be mustered with other Hospital attendants. The 
Hospital Steward who may be so enlisted, will be entitled to receive fifteen 
cents per day extra pay, when the Garrison, Post or Station consists of from 
one to five Companies; and twenty cents per day, when it exceeds that 
number. LEW: CASS. 

By orprer oF Mason GENERAL Macomp: 
R. JONES, Adjt: Gen. 





PROMOTIONS, APPOINTMENTS, AND RESIGNATIONS, 
In the Army of the United States. 


PROMOTIONS. 
FIRST REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY- 

Ist Lieut. Giles Porter, to be Captain, 30 September 1833, vice Smith, re- 
signed. 

2d Lieut. John McClellan, to be Ist Lieutenant, 30 September 1833, vice 
Porter, promoted. 

2d Lieut. John Williamson, to be Ist Lieutenant, 30 September, 1833, 
vice Prescott, resigned. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. W. H. Pettes, to be 2d Lieutenant, 30 September, 1833, 
vice McClellan, promoted. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Lorenzo Sitgreaves, to be 2d Lieutenant, 30 September, 
3833, vice Williamson, promoted. 

THIRD REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Erasmus D. Keyes, to be 2d Lieutenant, 31 August, 1833, 
vice Chase, resigned. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. William Wall, to be 2d Lieutenant, 30 September, 1833, 
vice Hackley, resigned. 

FOURTH REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. John N. Macomb, to be 2d Lieutenant, 30 September, 

1833, vice Norton, resigned. 
FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


Brevet 2d Lieut. Ingham Wood, to be 2d Lieutenant, 30 September, 1833, 
vice Covington, resigned. 


THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

Ist Lieut. Lewis N. Morris, to be Captain, 31 October, 1333, vice Green, 
promoted. 

2d Lieut. John Archer, to be Ist Lieutenant, 31 October, 1833, vice 
Morris, promoted. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. James H. Taylor, to be 2nd Lieutenant, 31 October, 
1833, vice Archer, promoted. 

FOURTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 


Brevet 2d Lieut. Bradford R. Alden, to be 2nd Lieutenant, 15 Septem- 
ber, 1833, vice Harford, resigned. 
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FIFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

Brevet Major John Green, Captain of the 3d Infantry, to be Major, 31 
October, 1833, vice Bender resigned. 

Ist Lieut. Wm. E. Cruger, to be Captain, 1 October 1833, vice McCabe, 
resigned. 

2d Lieut. Alex. S. Hooe, to be Ist Lieutenant, 1 October, 1833, vice 
Cruger, promoted. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. William Chapman, to be 2d Lieutenant, 1 October, 1833, 
vice Hooe, promoted. 

SEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

2d Lieut. Washington Seawell, to be Ist Lieutenant, 12 July, 1833, vice 

Morton resigned. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 


ist Lieut. Eustace Trenor, of the 4th Regiment of Infantry, to be Captain. 
ist Lieut. James W. Hamilton, of Mounted Rangers, to be Ist Lieutenant. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


Major George Bender, of the 5th Infantry, 31 October, 1833. 
Captain Robert A. McCabe, 5th Infantry, 1 October, 1833. 

Ist Lieut. Jonathan Prescott, Ist Artillery, 30 September, 1833. 
Brevet 2d Lieut. Wm. H. Sidell, Ist Artillery, 1 October, 1833. 
Brevet 2d Lieut. Henry Waller, 2d Artillery, 9 October, 1833. 
Brevet 2d Lieut. Joel Riggs, Ist Infantry, 9 October, 1833. 

Brevet 2d Lieut. Lewis Howell, 7th Infantry, 31 October, 1833. 
Brevet 2d Lieut. Nath’]. W. Hunter, 7th Infantry, 1 October, 1833. 





MILITARY INTELLIGENCE. 


TRANSFERS. 


Captain F. Wrrrine’s company I, 4th Artillery, from Bellona Arsenal, 
Va., to Fort Monroe. The situation of the Arsenal being found unheal- 
thy, it will be abandoned as a military station. 


Captain GLAssEeLi’s company H, 4th Infantry, from Fort Clinch, Pen- 
saccla, to Baton Rouge, Lou. 


Captain Dapr’s company B, 4th Infantry, from the Bay ef St. Leuis, 
Lou. to Key West, Florida. 


Joun Rosp, Esq. late chief clerk of the War Department, has been ap- 
pointed superintendent of the U. S. Armory at Springfield, (Mass:) vice 
Col. Roswetu Ler, deceased. 


Cuartes R. Lesuirc, Esq., who has received and accepted the appoint- 
ment of Professor of Drawing at the Military Academy, West Point, has 
arrivea at New York with his family, in the packet ship Philadelphia, from 
London. 

Captain A. Morpecat, of the U. 8. Ordnance Corps, sailed from New 
York on the 9th Oct. in the packet ship George Washington, for Liverpool 

Captain A. CLaxtrox, of the U. S. Navy.and his lady, were passengers 


in the Brig Powhatan, which sailed from New York on the 9th Oct. for 
Marseilles. 
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188 NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 


NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 


The board of Naval officers for the revision of the Rules and Regulations 
of the Navy, re-assembled at Washington early in the month of October; it 


is composed of the three Commissioners of the Navy, and Commodores 
Hull and Ridgely. 


Orders have been issued for the equipment of the Frigate Brandywine ; 
her destination is the Pacific, and when she arrives out, Commodore Wads- 
worth will transfer his broad pendant to her. 

The ship of the line Delaware, Captain BALLARD, arrived at Cherbourg, 
on the 12th Sept. All well. 

The schr. Shark, Lieut. Commanding Pavxpine, sailed from New 
York on the 15th Oct. but returned on the 17th in consequence of having 
sprung aleak. It is probable that some of her copper was knocked off, 
when she wasaground during her last cruise in the West Indies ; and that 
while lying in Norfolk, where the worms are numerous, they have eaten 
through her bottom and caused the leak. The following is a list of the of- 
ficers :— 

Hiram Paulding, Lieut. Comm’g.—Lieutenants, W.G. Woolsey, Charles 
H. Jackson, James T. Homans; Charles G. Hunter, Sailing Master; Edw, 
H. Freeland, acting Surgeon ; A. M’D. Jackson, Purser ; Alberto Grif- 
fith, Wm. W. Bleecker, James Sully, Ferdinand Piper, Passed Midship- 
men ; Francis Lowry and James Riddle, Midshipmen ; Warren C. Kellog, 
Captain’s Clerk ; Lieut. John G. Rodgers, passenger for the Mediterran- 
ean squadron. 

The Vandalia, Captain Wess, bearing the broad pendant of Commo- 
dore J. D. Hentey, and schr. Experiment, Lieut. Comm’g. T. Paine, 
bound for the West India station, got under way from Hampton Roads, on 
the 16th Oct. and proceeded to sea, with the wind fresh from the South- 
ward. The St. Louis, Captain Newe.t, for the same station, went to 
sea on the 18th. Since the lists of officers were published in the last num- 
ber, the following changes have been made:—In the Vandalia, T. J. 
Manning, Ist Lieutenant, vice Lecompte ; additional, Lieut. G. C. Ashton; 
Ass’t. Surgeon, F. Wessels; Midshipmen, J. B. Walbach, J. G. Anthony, 
G. W. Randolph, G. W. Harrison, QO. Fairfax. In the St Louwis, Lieut. 
Oscar Bullus, Midshipmen 8. Garrison and J. G. Tod, detached; Passen- 
gers, Lieut. John A Cook: Ass’t. Surgeon W. G. Powell, to join the schr. 
Porpoise. 

List of officers attached to the U. S. schr. Experiment :—Thomas Paine, 
Lieut. Commanding— Lieutenants—Hampton Westcott, Stephen Johnson, 
Augustus R. Strong—Purser, P. A. Southall—4deting Sailing Master, 
Joseph W. Jarvis—Issistant Surgeon, William Lambert—Midshipmen, 
George Henderson, William Leigh, Francis B. Renshaw— Captain’s 
Clerk, Lorenzo 8. Russell—dActing Gunner, James Garduer—Purser’s 
Steward, Nath’l. G. Rand. 

The U.S. ship Warren, Captain Coorrer, arrived in the Delaware on 
the 25th October, from Rio Janeiro, having sailed on the 3d September. 

MEDITERRANEAN.—No later accounts than those published last month, 
have been received. 

Brazit.—the Lerington, Captain McKerver, with the broad pendant 
of Commodore M. T. Woorsey, was at Rio Janeiro, on the Ist. Sept. 

The U.S. sloop of war .Vaichez, Capt. J. P. ZANTziNGER, from Bahia, 
arrived at Buenos Ayres on the 29th July. She saluted with 21 guns, 
which was returned by the Fort, by the same numb: r. The Natchez sail- 
ed again for Montevideo on the 7th of August, where she arrived about 
the middle of the month. 

The sloop of war Peacock, Captain GeisinGER, and schr. Bower, Lieut. 
Comm’g SH1IELps, were at Batavia on the 14th July. 
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Copy ofa letter to the Secretary of the Navy, received October 19. 
Unirep Srates SuHrp DELAWARE, ) 

At sea—Sept. the—, * 1833. 
Lat. 47° 52’ north, long. 11° 2’ west. § 








Sitr:—By the American Ship , bound to , [have the honor to 
inform you that we are thus far on our way to Cherbourg—all well. 

The winds since we left New York have been light and baffling, with the 
exception of three days that we were favored with a fresh breeze from the 
west, and one day that it blew very hard from that quarter—during which 
the ship behaved well—sustaining the high reputation she had already won 
for noble qualities. 

Since we have been at sea the officers and crew have enjoyed excellent 
health, with the exception of a distressing catarrh, which has gone through 
the ship, but which now seems happily about to take its departure. 

I am in hopes, should the wind we now have continue, to be able to land 
Mr. Livingston about Thursday the 12th. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

HENRY E. BALLARD. 





* Note.—From other sources, it is presumed this letter was delivered by 
Capt. Ballard abont the 8th of September. 
LEVI WOODBURY. 





RESIGNATIONS IN THE NAVY. 
Lorenzo T. Bennett, Passed Midshipman, 18 October, 1833. 
Wm. G. Micks, Assistant Surgeon, 18 October, 1833. 
DISMISSION. 
John B. Meigs, Midshipman, 24 Sept. 1833. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Edgar Irving, of New York, to be a 2d Lieutenant in the Marine Corps, 
1 October, 1833. 
John Thomas, to be Navy Agent for the port of Baltimore, 11 October, 
1833, vice Isaac Phillips, deceased. 


CHANGES. 

Captain Thomas T. Webb to the command of the U. S. ship Vandalia, 
vice Captain Budd, relieved on account of ill health; and Captain Foxhall 
A. Parker to succeed Captain Webb at the Navy Yard, Norfolk. 

Assistant Surgeon John F. Brooke to the Navy Yard, Charlestown, vice 
A. G. Gambrill, relieved. 

Assistant Surgeon R. Kennon, and Purser E. Fitzgerald, to the Receiv- 
ing vessel at Norfolk. 








Cork Marrass.—An experiment has been made in Boston, which 
three gentlemen who witnessed it certify to have been entirely satisfactory, 
with one of Knapp’s cork Matrasses, weighing twenty six pounds, which 
sustained a man trom Fort Independence to Long Wharf. Though the sea 
was considerably agitated, the person on the Matrass sailed faster than the 
boat that accompanied him, and without wetting hishead. An experiment 
was also made with the same matras3 at the swimming school on Charles 
river, and was equally satisfactory. Three persons lay upon it, and as 
many others as could conveniently surround it endeavored to press it under 
the water without succeeding. Matrasses of this description will be inval- 
uable, indeed indispensible, to every vessel, public or private, going to sea. 
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HyproGrRAPny.—The editor of the Boston Daily Advertiser and Patri- 
ot has been favored with an advertisement of the Resident of Batavia, pub- 
lished with the Java newspapers of January 31, 1833, containing a table of 
the Beacons, 22 in number, on the Shoals in the navigable waters of the 
Straits of Sunda to and from Batavia Roads, replaced by order of the Dutch 
Government, June 6th, 1832. The names of the Shoals marked* have a 
Beacon without a cross: those marked} have a cross. 

The Beacons with crosses are beams, with a cross-tree painted white; 
those without are single beams painted white, both kinds extending 12 
feet above water. In case one or more of the Beacons should be removed 
by violence of the weather or otherwise, bamboo stakes, 15 or 20 feet above 
water, with baskets covered with cloth painted black and white, will be 
placed in their stead, until they can be replaced by proper wooden pillars. 
Beacon No. 11 stands upon a rock, not laid down on any chart, to which 
the name of Mathilda Rock has been given, it being known in Malay Lan- 
guage by the name of Karang Prol. The Rocks on which Beacons 18 and 
20 are placed, have hitherto had no Dutch names; they are now called the 
Wrange and the Midden Rock. The native names are in parentheses. The 
number of feet mentioned afier the situation of the Be zon, shows the depth 
at low water. 

Father Smits-Bank,t (Peoloe Poetrie;) situated on the N. E. Point, 9 
feet; Leyden bearing NNW.4W. and the Beacon on Neptune’s Shoal 
bearing W. 4 S. Neptune's Shoal,t (Karang Passier;) on NW. Point: 
12 feet; Leyden NE. 4 N.; Eastern point of Hoorn NNW. 4 W.—Rhyn- 
land Shoal,t (Karang Tahan;) on E. Point; 12 feet; Hoorn N. by W. 3 W; 
Kuiper NW. by W. 4 W Rygersdall-Bankt (Karang Camal;) on E. 
Point: 9 feet; Hoorn NNE. 4 E.; Kuiper NNW. The Arms of Purmer- 
end,t (Karang Djalan;) on E. Point; 13 feet; Eastern point of Hoorn N. by 
E; Rotterdam NW. The Rocks bearing West of the Island Hoorn,t (Ka- 
rang Poeloe Ayeer;) in the centre; 12 feet; Northern point of Hoorn E. 4 
S.; Rotterdam W. 4 N. The Reef of Rotterdam,t (Karang Poeloe O- 
bie;) in the centre, 15 feet; Southern point of Hoorn E. 3 S8.; Western Pt. 
OnrustKerkhofS. 4 W. The Reef of Purmerend,} (Karang Poeloe Sakiet) 
on SW. Point; 9 feet; Southern pointof Purmerend N.; Kuiper WNW. 4 
W. The Stone of Onrust,t (Karang Poeloe Kelor;) on W. Point; 9 
feet; Rotterdam NNE. 4 E.; Kuiper SE. by S. The Mathilda Rock,* 
(Karang Prol;) on NE. Point; 12 feet; Southwestern point of the Kuiper 
SE.; Eastern point of Rotterdam NE. 4 N. The Reef of Onrust,* (Ka- 
rang Poeloe Kapal;) on West Point, 9 feet. Thetwo Points of the Reef 
bearing Northwest of the Island Kuiper,* (Karang Poeloe Kuiper;) on 
NW. Point; 9 feet Reefs of Onrust, and the two points of that bearing NW 
of the [sland of Kuiper, extend to the Islands Onrust and Kuiper. The 
Reef of Ontong Java.f (Tanjong Ontong Java;) on N. Point; 13 feet; 
Haarlem E; Western point of Middleburg N. by W. The Reef of Mid- 
dleburg.t (Karang Poeloe Ramboet;) on SE Point; 15 feet; and the same 
Reef.t (Karang Poeloe Ramboet;) on SW. Point; 15 feet; the Coral Reef 
on which these Beacons are placed, is connected with the Island. The 
Wrange Rock,} (Karang Sepat;) on W. Point; 12 feet; South point of Mid- 
delburg SE. by E. 4 E.; Poeloe Dapoor NE. 4 N.; at a cable’s length to the 
Westward from this is another Rock, 11 feet below the surface. The 
Mynderts Shoal,t (Karang Gosson;) in the centre; 12 feet; Klein Kombuis 
NW. 4 W.; Poeloe Dapoor NE. by E. The Middle Rock,t (Karang 
Loemboeng;) on SW. Point; 12 ft.; Klein Kombuis NE. by N. 4 E.; South 
point of the Great Kdmbuis NW. by W. 9 W. The Reef of the Great 


















































Kombuis,t (Karang Poeloe Lantjang, or Karang Papedjie;) on W. Point; 
14 feet; South point of the Great Kombuis ESE. ¢ E.; Eastern pont of Man- 
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eaters Island SW. 3 W.——The South-East Rock,+ (Karang Tangara;) in 


the Centre; 15 feet; Eastern point o 


‘Man-eaters Island 8S. 4 W.; Northern 


point of the Great Kombuis ESE. 3 E.; Beacon on the Great Kombuis SE. 


by E. § E. 


We would call the attention of our Naval Officers to the importance of 
disseminating all the information they can collect, upon maritime subjects, 
such as the discovery of shoals, rocks, islands &c., the establishment of light 


houses, beacons and buoys. 


MARRIAGES. 


In Brooklyn, N. Y. on the 2d Sept. 
PEYTON A. SOUTHALL, Esq. Pur- 
ser U. S. Navy, to Miss CLARA 
HACKSTAFF, daughter of D. W. 
Crocker, Esq. 

In Annapolis, Md. on the 26th Sept. 
Master Commandant ISAAC MAYO, 
of the Navy, to Miss SARAH, daugh- 
ter of the Hon. T. Brann, Chancellor 
of the State of Maryland. 

In Philadelphia on the Tth Oct. Dr. 
THOMAS DILLARD, of the U. §&. 
Navy, to Miss MATILDA, daughter 
of Henry Kent, Esq. of that city. 

In New York, on the 2d Oct. L. D. 
SIMS, of the Army, to Miss CATHE- 
RINE D. 8S. BANCKER, of N. Y. 

In Norfolk, Va. on the 6th Oct. Licut 
WILLIAM F. HOPKINS, 4th Artille- 
ry, U.S. Army, Professor of Chemis- 
try in the Military Academy at West 
Point, to Miss FRANCES, eldest 
daughter of Wricut SourneatTe, Esq. 
of Norfolk. 

In St. Louis, Mo. Major WILLIAM 
S. HARNEY, Paymaster U. S. A. to 
Miss MARTHA, daughter of the late 
JoHN MvuLLANPHY. 

In Portsmouth, N, H. Master Com. 
DANIEL TURNER, of the Navy, 
to Miss ELIZA 2. ADAMS ,daugh- 
ter of the late Captain W. P. ADAMS, 





DEATHS. 


At Springfield, Mass. Col. ROS- 
WELL LEE, aged 56, Superintendant 
of the U. S. Armory. 

At Detroit, Mich. on the 21st August, 
Mrs. SARAH BRADY, aged 55, con- 
sort of Gen. HUGH BRADY, of the 
U.S. Army. 

At New York, on the 25th Oct. Lieut. 
JOHN A. WISH, of the Navy. 


In Baltimore, on the 13th Sept. I. 
PHILLIPS, Esq. Navy Agent at that 
port, aud formerly a Captain in the 
wavy. 

In Stamford, Conn. on the 9th Sept. 
WILLIAM ROBERT, aged 16 months 
son of Lieut. Joun H. Smirn, of the 
Navy. 

In Charleston, 8. C. on the 8th Sept. 
Lieut. JOSEPH 8S. CORNWELL, of 
the Revenue serviec, formerly a Mid- 
shipman in the Navy. 

At Smithville, N.C. onthe 2d Sept. 
Lucy Meriwetuer, in the 7th year of 
her age, daughter of Dr. T. J. C. Mon- 
ROE, of the Army. 

Atthe Marine Barracks, Portsmouth, 
N. H. on the 23d May, of scarlet fe- 
ver, HANNAH SHEAFE, aged 12 years, 
second danghter of Col. S. E. Wart- 
soN, of the Marine Corps; and on the 
24th May, of the same disease, Wu 
LIAM, his only son, aged 9 years. 

At Fredericksburg, Va. on the 26th 
Sept. Vineintra LawreENceTTA, aged 
17 months, 21 days, infant daughter of 
Major F. L. Dave, of the Army. 

In York County, Va. on the 17th 
Sept. Mrs. ANN D. SHIRLEY, in the 
49th year of her age, relict of Captain 
AMmBROSE Suirtey, formerly a Licut. 
in the U.S. Navy. 

At Charlestown, Mass. CLARENCE 
G. infant son of Dr. B. R. Trinstar, 
of the Navy. 

At Burlington, N. J. on the 18th Oct. 
JOHN H. CARR, Esq. formerly a Pur- 
ser in the Navy. 

In the Island of Batavia, Assistant 
Surgeon ANDREW E. KENNEDY, 
of the U. S. schr. Boxer. 

At Fort Smith, in the Choctaw Na- 
tion, on the 26th of September, Assist- 
ant Surgeon JOSEPH D. HARRIS, of 
the United States Army, of a protract- 
ed case of fever. 

At Detroit, on the 22d August, Joun, 
aged 3 years 8 months, son of Colonel 
Joun AnpeERsON, of the U. 8. Topo- 
graphical Engineers. 
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trometer. 


30 .120 
30.500 
30 200 
30 .100 
20.100 
30 .260 
30 .2oOU 
30 .100 
30 .250 
30 255 
30.150 
99 275 
99 .410 
30 820 
29 .132 
89 .242 
30.310 
30.151 
30.100 
30 .095 
30 .056 
30 .400 
30 .300 
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30 .135 
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30 .120 
30 .100 
30 .100 
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Weather. 


Wind. 
Direction. Force. 





53° clear, cloudy, 


47 
56 
70 
74 
62 
63 
70 
60 
63 
55 
56 
50 
50 
51 
60 
65 
70 
70 
73 
74 
47 
48 
51 
54 
61 
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5 
65 
57 


clear, 

jcloudy, 

icloudy, clear, 

lelear, cl’y rain, cloudy, 
|cloudy, cloudy, 

cloudy, rain, 

irain, cloudy, 

icloudy, 

lelouds , clear, cloudy, 
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lelear, cloudy, 

clear, cloudy, 

clear, 

clear, 

clear, 

clear, cloudy, 

rain, cloudy, 

fog, clear, cloudy, 
clear, clear, 

light rain, cloudy, 
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clear, 
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clear, 

clear, 

clear, cloudy, 
cloudy, clear, 
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REMARKS. 





strong 
mod’rate 
mod’ rate 
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mod’rate 
mod’rate 
mod’rate 
strong 
mod ‘rate 
strong 
mod ‘rate 
ligh t 
fresh 
lieht 
light 
mod’ rate 
stron, 
strons 
imod’rate 
li’t fresh 
mod’rate 
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fresh 
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light 
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mod’rate 
strong 
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Mean height of Barometer, during the 
month, In. 30.241 


Mean maximum Temperature 75° 


64° 


Mean minimum “ 


Quantity of Rain fallen, In. 1.92 

















